Maryland State’s Attorneys’ Association
3300 North Ridge Road, Suite 185

. Ellicott City, Maryland 21043 Steven L. Kroll
Bnal_l DeLeonardo 410-203-9881 Coordinator
President FAX 410-203-9891

DATE: January 14, 2021

BILL NUMBER: SB 267

POSITION: Support

The Maryland State’s Attorney’s Association (MSAA) supports SB 267.

Under current law. a local department of social services must notify a County State’s Attorney of both an initial
preliminary investigation and a completed investigation of any allegation of suspected child abuse or neglect. Many
of these preliminary findings are closed out by a local department of social services without the necessity of any
further action. This means, as a practical effect, a local State’s Attorney receives copious duplicitous reports which
is inefficient and ineffectual.

SB 267 eliminates the initial notification requirement by a local department of social services, but preserves the
obligation to forward a completed investigation. The completed investigation constitutes the only report required by
a local State’s Attorney for action, if necessary.

For these reasons the MSAA requests a favorable report on SB 267.




