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Favorable Testimony for SB0581
Action for Change of Name - Waiver of Publication Requirement

February 26, 2021

Senator Smith, Chair; Senator Waldstreicher, Vice Chair; and esteemed members of the
Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ezra Towne, and | use the pronouns they/them/theirs. | submit this testimony in
support of SB0581 - Action for Change of Name - Waiver of Publication Requirement. | do so
as a non-binary transmasculine person, an activist for trans communities in and around

Montgomery County, a resident of Silver Spring for nearly 16 years, and a parent of two kids.

My spouse and | welcomed our first child in 2008. | soon found myself writing the name my
parents gave me on more documents, more frequently than ever before. Even though | had
already used “Ezra” in all social, professional, and familial contexts for nearly 10 years — the
exhaustion of having to mark every enroliment and permission form for pre-schools, school,
and activities with both my chosen and birth name hadn’t fully set in. When we welcomed a
new child to our family in 2012, the number of forms doubled and | couldn’t handle it much
longer.

In 2015, | legally changed my name to Ezra MacLeod Towne. This name more accurately
reflects the gender | know myself to be. My change of name also removed much of the stress
in child care and schooling logistics, writing checks, getting bills, retaining medical records,
opening new accounts and other day to day parts of my life. When | went to the circuit court
with all of the forms and documents required to pursue a name change, | paid the required
fees and scheduled publication.

I am incredibly lucky that my financial and residential status is stable — but this is not the case
for many trans people, nor for survivors of domestic abuse, sexual assault, stalking, and
harassment. Requiring publication causes unnecessary risks to the privacy, safety, and
security of all Marylanders seeking a name change. It presumes that individuals can wait
additional weeks or months before completion of the order, and that they can afford the fee for
publication. Costs for publication of name change vary widely across the state from S50 to
$250, and wait times can be longer than six months.




Ezra MacLeod Towne

3010 Blueridge Avenue (e) ezra.towne@gmail.com
Silver Spring, MD 20902 (p) 703.609.1092

SB0581 allows for a safer, more just name change process for Marylanders. The bill would:
require all motions to waive publication be granted, reduce the potential for hostile or
discriminatory responses directed at those pursuing a name change, and protect the privacy
of all Marylanders as they go through this process. Seventeen other states, the District of
Columbia, and Puerto Rico have already eliminated publication requirements for name
changes.

Passing this bill WILL NOT harm state and local agencies which require notification of name
change. (e.g. financial creditors; victims of domestic violence or sexual assault; judicial
actions, pre and post release notifications for incarcerated or formerly incarcerated people
with criminal records; non-custodial parent notification of a minor’s pursuit of a name change,
and/or a change in legal test when parents, guardians, or custodicians disagree.) Claims that
HB0039 will make notification exceptionally difficult are baseless -- all of the above notification
requirements are already addressed in Maryland law.

Attached to this testimony are images of how easy it is to find my name change online with a
basic search on the internet. The pictures in Attachment 1 were accessible for free, and the
pictures in Attachment 2 cost $18.28 for a 1-month subscription. To be clear, | did not have to
pay ANY money to find evidence of my name change, as shown on Attachment 1.

Even without these two tools, | can find evidence of the fact that | have changed my name by a
simple google search resulting in the witness testimony files for a previous hearing on this bill.
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/WitnessSignup/039?ys=2021RS

| urge you to support SB0581. Ensuring privacy during the name change process can and will
save lives.

Sincerely,

e

Ezra Towne

District 18

Wheaton Hills, MD 20902
Encl: Attachments 1 and 2
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Attachment 1

Image 1 - Google Search

1 Inbox (9) - ezratowne@gmail.cc X NewTab 8 Testimony - Google Drive 2021_0226_SBOS81_Testimony. X @ EzraMacleod Towne-GoogleS X + o
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Go gle Ezra MacLeod Towne X & Q

https:/iww.cyberbackgroundchecks.com » address » w.

Info Found for 3010 Blueridge Ave Wheaton, MD
Sarah E Towne | Kathleen M Hurld | Angel R Roy | [8] more... VIEW DETAILS ... Ezra M Towne |
Towne Ezra Macleod | Ezra Macleod Towne | [4] more

https:ficlustrmaps.com > US Persons » T

Sarah Towne - Public Records - ClustrMaps
43 res

There are 43 results for persons named Sarah Towne. View the latest ... Also

known as: Ezra M Towne, Towne Ezra Macleod, Ezra Macleod Towne

https:/hwww.townofchelmsford.us » View eor
Town of Chelmsford - Chelmsford, MA

TOWN OF CHELMSFORD, MA. STREET NAME ... MCLEOD, LYNNE M. 1974 HAIRSTYLIST.
R. 13 ... ANDERSON, EZRA BERCES. 1989. =. 0. ANDERSON

https:fivww.advancedbackgroundchecks.com » names

Sarah Towne Results - Advanced Background Checks
Do a people search for Sarah Towne to see contact information for U.S. adults with that ... AKA:
Ezra M Towne , Towne Ezra Macleod , Ezra Macleod Towne

Image 2 - Clustr Maps (https://clustrmaps.com/)

? Inbox (9) - ezra.towne@gmail.co X New Tab X % Testimony - Google Drive =| 2021.0226_SB0581_Testimony. X @ Sarah Towne-PublicRecords X =+ QO _ o X

& clustrmaps.com/ ah-To # B3 s

1 Gmail Google Calendar @ Facebook How We Celebrate. = 2021_0102_MDGe... . Google Keep # ParentVUE MCPS Dashboard ¢ Wheel of Names Bm Other bookmarks

Sarah J Towne

Pueblo West
Presumed owner of the real estate located at 481 E Scandia Dr, Pueblo West

Also known as: Sarah J Duba, S Towne
Associated persons: Doreen Anne Duba, David C Towne, Lucas L Towne
(719) 994-5343

Sarah E Towne
Silver Spring
3010 Blueridge Ave, Silver Spring
Also known as: Ezra M Towne, Towne Ezra Macleod, Ezra Macleod Towne
Associated persons: Jennifer Crane, K Hurld, Ana Veraart, Paul Veraart
(703) 609-1092
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Attachment 2

Image 1: People Looker (www.peoplelooker.com)

former cities, states, siblings, and parents
Found without specifying City or State
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(p) 703.609.1092

f Inbox (11)-ezratowr X  New Tab X
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1 Gmail
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Sarah E Towne
Silver Spring, MD

1 Inbox (11)-ezratowr X | NewTab

@ peoplelooker.com/aps

1 Gmall Google Calendar How We Celebrate.
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A Testimony - Google

FToTITICIT, e

Known Cities Relatives

» Silver Spring, MD » LauraH Lyn

» Jennifer L Mclaurin

*» Barbara E Towne

» Arlington, VA

¥ Alexandria, VA » Ezra Macleod Towne

»Warrenton, VA » William M Towne

¥ Binghamton, NY +2 more

= 2021_0226_SB0581 &3 Search-Peoplelook: X @ Login | ProtonMail

0102_MD B coogle Keep

Your email was found on the Dark Web! Review what details may have been leaked

@ Google Keep X 4+ [
a3 =

B Other bookmark|

o

Dismiss

Dashboard ~ Menu -

Looker

Overview

Contact Info 8
Address History 13
Relatives 13
Names & Ancestry 2
Associates 1
Neighbors 9
Criminal & Traffic 0
Bankruptcies 0
Jobs & Education 1
Social Media 4
Assets 5
Free Bonus Data *

3010 Blueridge Ave
Silver Spring, MD 20902

Dates seen Jul 2011 - Sep 2011

Is this accurate?

R Higher Confidence

1800 Mount Pisgah Ln Apt 14
Silver Spring, MD 20903

Dates seen Oct 2003 - Jan 2008

Is this accurate?

R Higher Confidence

4201 31st St S Apt 1002
Arlington, VA 22206
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Image 2: People Looker (www.peoplelooker.com),
social media search (w/ current and old “handle”)
includes names of my children and a photo of me
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1 Inbox (11)-eziatows X NewTab X | €8 Testimony-Google X 2021.0226.580581 X @ Search-Peoplelooks X @ Login|ProtonMail X | [ GoogleKeep
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Looker People Phone Property Email | Social Media Dashboard ~ Menu ¥
Search Search Search Search Search

@, 1 potential owner

Boise Studley

boisestudley

@ Helpful Tips

Click “Search person” button for a full report

Overview
Click specific platform to view a person’s social profile
Potential Owners 1
Possible Photos 2
Phone Numbers 0 Potential Owner Boise Studley
Emails o
Address History 2 Boise Studley
Professional Background 0 AgeN/A
Languages Spoken N/A

Education o Country of origin N/A
Social & Websites 1 Isthis accurate?

Report

as PDF

Looker

Possible Photos

© Learnmore

Dashboard

@i Select potential owner
Eiritiine % Ezra Towne ¢
— Age N/A
Overview Languages Spoken EN
Country of origin N/A
Potential Owners 6 1
Is this accurate?
Possible Photos 1
Phone Numbers 0
Emails 0
Address History 3

Professional Background 10

Education 3
Social & Websites o
Report
as PDF

Potential Owner Ezra Towne

Possible Photos

@ Learnmore

Is this accurate?

I Higher Confidence
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Image 3: People Looker (www.peoplelooker.com)

Phone number search results

Q Select potential owner

Overview
Potential Owners 2
Possible Photos o

Other Phone Numbers 0

Email Addresses 0
Address History 0
Work History 0

Educational Background 0

Social Media & Websites 1

Comments 0
X »
Report Monitor this Leavea
asPDF Report comment

(703) 609-1092

Phone type Mobile
Service provider NEW AT&T WIRELESS PCS, LLC - DC

Monitor this report to

receive updates

Overview of (703) 609-1092

© Threat detection No Complaints Found View threat level

2 Potential Owners Identified
AN

Select a potential owner (1 of 2) to view more info
#

Ezra Towne ~

Ezra Towne

P sarah Towne

- - A
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