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The Maryland Sierra Club requests a favorable report on HB1114. This bill expands the Illegal Dumping
and Litter Control Law by prohibiting a person from disposing of “yard waste” on a highway. A person
who illegally disposes of yard waste is subject to a maximum civil penalty of $300 for a first violation or
$1,000 for a second or subsequent violation. In addition to these penalties, a court may order a violator to
(1) remove or render harmless the illegally disposed yard waste, in accordance with applicable local laws
and regulations, or (2) reimburse the State, county, municipal corporation, or bi-county unit for its
removal costs.

Unsightly dumping of green waste such as leaf litter and yard waste is problematic for many reasons.
Improper disposal along highways and public lands is a wildfire risk, is dangerous to small vehicles and
boats, and can block drains resulting in flooding.' Leaf litter also is a leading cause of phosphorus in
stormwater.”

Piles of yard waste can become epicenters for invasive species’ that can act as agricultural pests. These
plant invaders can spread and destroy the biodiversity that protects against stormwater loss and promotes
resilience to climate change (see Figure 1). The seeds and other growing parts inside the yard waste can
fan out and destroy trees and harm farm management.

Leaf “litter” is actually an important ecosystem. For example, when leaves are left where they fall, many
immature and adult butterflies live there during the winter. Additionally, leaves left in yards provide a
habitat for caterpillars who in turn are an important source of food for birds. Research indicates one of
the reasons for the decreased number of birds is the lack of caterpillars.* Public education about the
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benefits of keeping leaf litter onsite, and information on available resources in jurisdictions to properly
dispose of yard waste and invasive plants, provide alternatives to highway dumping.

For these reasons, we urge you to support HB1114.

Lily Fountain Josh Tulkin
Chair, Natural Places Committee Chapter Director
lily.fountain@madsierra.org josh.tulkin@mdsierra.org
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Invasive plants groing out of yard waste dumpd in arjyland park .
Photo Credit: Janet Gingold
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