
Are you at least
18 years of age?

Were you born in 
Maryland?

YES

Maryland does
not have your birth 

certificate.

You are not old 
enough to request 

your own vital 
records.

NO

YES

NO

You can get
your own original 
birth certificate 
upon request.

Were you 
adopted?

NO

YES

Were you adopted on or 
after January 1, 2000?

You cannot
get your own
original birth
certificate

upon request.

YES

Are you at least 21 years of age?

Did a birthparent listed on 
the OBC file a disclosure 

veto?

YES

You will receive a 
redacted copy of 
your own original 
birth certificate.

NO

YESNO

As an adopted 
person, you must be

at least 21 years of age
to request your own 

OBC.

Adult adoptees  who qualify can 
also request all records that 
relate to their amended 
certificate of birth as well as the 
report of their order of adoption.

NO

Current  Maryland Law:
Adopted Person's Request  for the Original Birth Record

Created and provided by Adoptee Rights Law Center.
adopteerightslaw.com



Are you at least
18 years of age?

Were you born in 
Maryland?

YES

Maryland does
not have your birth 

certificate.

You are not old 
enough to request 

your own vital 
records.

NO

YES

NO

You can get
your own original 
birth certificate 
upon request.

If adopted, the adopted person 
can also request all records that 
relate to their amended 
certificate of birth as well as the 
report of their order of adoption.

Proposed Maryland Law (SB0331):
Adopted Person's Request  for the Original Birth Record

NOTE: This process may also be 
used by biological parents, as 
well as relatives of the adopted 
person if the adopted person is 
deceased.

The adopted person and any 
biological parent may file a 
contact preference form 
indicating how they may or may 
not prefer to be contacted.  Filing 
of the contact preference form 
does not affect the release of the 
original birth record. Rather, it is 
attached to the birth record 
when released.

Created and provided by Adoptee Rights Law Center.
adopteerightslaw.com
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