DAVID FRASER-HIDALGO, CHAIR
JOSELINE A. PENA-MELNYK, VICE-CHAIR
GABRIEL ACEVERO, TREASURER

JESSE T. PIPPY, SECRETARY

CESTAH FUENTES, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MEMBERS

ALFRED CARR
ALONZO WASHINGTON
ANNE HEALEY
ARIANA B. KELLY
BEN BARNES
BENJAMIN KRAMER
BONNIE CULLISON
BROOKE LIERMAN
CAROL L. KRIMM
CHARLOTTE CRUTCHFIELD
CHERYL KAGAN
CRAIG ZUCKER
DAVID MOON

DIANA FENNELL
EMILY SHETTY

EREK BARRON

ERIC LUEDTKE
GERALDINE VALENTINO-SMITH
Guy GUZZONE
HEATHER BAGNALL
J. SANDY BARTLETT
JAMES ROSAPEPE
JARED SOLOMON
JAZZ LEWIS

JEFF WALDSTREICHER
JEN TERRASA

JESSICA FELDMARK
JHEANELLE WILKINS
JiLL P. CARTER

JIM GILCHRIST
JULIAN IVEY

JULIE PALAKOVICH CARR
KAREN LEWIS YOUNG
KEN KERR

LESLEY LOPEZ

LiLy Q1

LISA BELCASTRO
LORIG CHARKOUDIAN
MAGGIE MCINTOSH
MALCOLM AUGUSTINE
MARC KORMAN
MARY A. LEHMAN
MARY WASHINGTON
MELISSA WELLS
MIKE ROGERS
NICOLE WILLIAMS
PAMELA BEIDLE
PAMELA QUEEN
REGINA T. BOYCE
RoBBYN LEWIS
SHANE PENDERGRASS
SHANEKA HENSON
SHEILA RUTH

SHELLY HETTLEMAN
STEPHANIE SMITH
SusaN C. LEE

TERRI HILL

VAUGHN STEWART
WANIKA FISHER
WILL SMITH

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE LATINO CAUCUS

Lowe House Office Building, 6 Bladen Street, Room 200 - Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Phone 410-841-3374 | 301-858-3374 - Boo-492-7122 Ext. 3374 - T'ax 410-841-3342 | 301-858-3342
latino.caucus@house.state.md.us - www.mdlatinocaucus.org

TO: Senator William C. Smith Jr, Chair
Senator Jeff Waldstreicher, Vice Chair
Judicial Proceedings Committee Members
FROM: Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus (MLLC)
DATE: January 28, 2021

RE: SB234 Personal Information —
Restrictions on Access

State and Local Agencies —

The MLLC supports SB234 Personal Information — State and Local Agencies —
Restrictions on Access.

The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting
legislation that improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is a crucial
voice in the development of public policy that uplifts the Latino community and benefits
the state of Maryland. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to express our support
of SB234.

The U.S Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is responsible for identifying and
eliminating cross-border crime and any threats to national security and public safety. For
their operations, they often use databases such as criminal justice networks and driver
and transportation records to obtain information about a person, such as their home
address or license plate number. In our case, ICE has accessed Marylanders’ personal
information through the Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA).

ICE has run facial recognitions on millions of Maryland drivers. When the Maryland
General Assembly passed legislation to grant undocumented immigrants the ability to
obtain a driver’s license (many who are Latinos), federal agents gained access to personal
data and used facial recognition technology to target individuals who have these specific
driver’s licenses. This is a very concerning piece of information, as this would mean that
this agency has unlimited access to drivers’ photos without the knowledge or consent of
the drivers. The agency has already acted on this access to find non-criminal
undocumented Marylanders.

SB234 prohibits state agencies from sharing facial recognition and personal information
to U.S Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) for purposes of civil immigration
and criminal immigration enforcement without a valid warrant issued by a federal court
or a court of this state. Additionally, the MVA must report to the Maryland General
Assembly on the requests received from ICE.

A notion of security and restriction needs to be established, since when information as

sensitive as this becomes exposed, the hopes and dreams of many members of the
immigrant community are left to perish.

The MLLC supports this bill and urges a favorable report on SB234.


https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/02/26/ice-has-run-facial-recognition-searches-millions-maryland-drivers/

