Maryland Area Environmentally-Conscious Gardening Group
% Cassie Sherman Marks, Co-Founder
Baltimore, MD 21207

March 7, 2021
Dear Maryland State Senators,
We write to testify in support of House Bill 322.

Our group represents over three thousand gardeners from in and around Maryland who are gardening
differently than our parents did in order to be better stewards for the environment and local ecosystems.
Among us are Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners, Master Watershed Stewards, teachers, scientists, Weed
Warriors from county-based programs around the state, DNR employees, farmers, landscapers, nursery
managers, employees of virtually every major national conservation organization and a smattering of smaller,
local ones - alongside folks from every walk of life who decided to do some good through the low-impact,

responsible stewardship of private land in their care.
Here are just a few compelling reasons that we think you should pass HB 322 into law:

1. Several of us live in HOA-governed communities. There are a few such communities that are embracing
better practices, like the HOA of Miramar Landing in Middle River, which has installed beautiful native
plantings that require less watering and maintenance because they were informed by science and planned
with care. Most HOAs, however, landscape their neighborhoods in ways that, for instance, increase the
Lyme-carrying deer tick population, kill native songbirds (whose population is already plummeting), and
cause the kind of stormwater runoff disasters that have brought about tragedies like the floods we have
seen in historic Ellicott City these past few years — to say nothing of the pesticide use harming our local

waterways and food webs.

2. Individual homeowners are capable of helping to offset such practices through better informed
stewardship of their own yards. More and more Marylanders want to do so and have the information,
supportive gardening communities, nurseries, and landscapers necessary to help them do so successfully
and attractively. We’d be delighted to introduce you to several of them - not just gardeners, but also
Maryland businesses who support them and continue to multiply. In short, there are so many gardeners
who would love to spend their money to make these Maryland businesses more profitable 2nd help the
environment at the same time, so getting out of the way and letting them seems like an unambiguous win

for the state.

3. Our group has supported some of its HOA-bound members when their neighbors have engaged in
trespassing, harassment, destruction of valuable personal property, and protracted battles that escalated to

the HOA level even when the gardens in question didn’t break any HOA rules. We believe this bill is an



important first step toward not only freeing homeowners to make smarter choices, but toward protecting

HOAs from becoming embroiled in lengthy, costly, and specious disputes between their members.

There are more reasons - so many more reasons - why this is important, and why we must change how we think
of our relationships with our yards and gardens if we are to continue to live in the diverse and robust ecosystems
that enable our survival, especially in light of the climate crisis. For anyone interested in learning more, we
recommend starting with the engaging and well-researched works of New York Times best-selling author Prof.
Douglas Tallamy, who shares our love of and proximity to the Chesapeake, starting with Bringing Nature
Home or Nature’s Best Hope. Or start with our friends in the Maryland Sierra Club’s testimony in support of

this very same bill.

For now, though, we are pleased that this bill hasn’t seen any opposition to speak of so far and hope that it
continues on to be signed into law unhindered - and can be a step toward starting more serious conversations
about what Maryland can do to to enable its citizens to use their own time, energy, and funds to improve our

state’s ecological resilience.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

The undersigned members of the Maryland Area Environmentally-Conscious Gardening Group, including:

Cassie (Katherine), Martin, & Samuel
Sherman-Marks
Baltimore, Maryland 21207 - District 41

Michelle Cole and Kenneth Letendre
Phoenix, Maryland 21131 - District 7

Adrienne Kilby
Baltimore, Maryland 21218 - District 43

Kari & Edwin Perez
Mount Airy, Maryland 21771 - District 4

Ann Lutrzykowski-Ford
Essex, Maryland 21221 - District 6

Shanna Godissart & Michael Beach
Prince Frederick, Maryland 20678 - District 27C

Bridget Creekmore
Pasadena, Maryland 21122 - District 31B

John and Meghan Cole
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 2

Delicia Ferguson
Overlea, Maryland 21206 - District 14

Janine and Nathan Pollack & Family
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 13

Cassandra Hostetler
West Laurel, Maryland 20707 - District 21

Jillian and Josh Adams
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 12



Ginger Woolridge
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 - District 30A

Cecelia Petro
Galesville, Maryland 20765 - District 30

Daniel Mills & Deborah Landau
Rockville, Maryland 20850 - District 17

Kerry Wixted and Daniel Shiplett
Crownsville , Maryland 21032 - District 33

Mandy Elder & Family
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 12

Vickie Walters
Baltimore, Maryland 21214 - District 43

Lauren Stranahan
Towson, Maryland 21286 - District 42a

Elizabeth Dahl
Parkville, Maryland 21234 - District 8

Emily Hansroth
Huntingtown, Maryland 20639 - District 5

Cristina Garcia Green
Baltimore, Maryland 21229 - District 44B

Stephanie Petzing and David Magnani

Montgomery Village , Maryland 20886 - District

39

Margaret Park
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 - District 45

Stacy Ditto
Middletown, Maryland 21769 - District 4

Chrissy & August (Ned) Aull
Centreville, Maryland 21617 - District 36

Colleen Lacy

Linthicum Heights, Maryland 21090 - District

31A

Diamond Nwaeze

Princess Anne, Maryland 21853 - District 38A

Ashley Reinhart
Towson, Maryland 21286 - District 42A

Sallie McElrath
Hyattsville , Maryland 20781 - District 22

Sarah Stocks
Rockville, Maryland 20853 - District 19

Cassandra Burke and Family
Jarrettsville, Maryland 21084 - District 7

Jessica and Joshua Ourisman
Baltimore, Maryland 21210 - District 41

Cindy Benedek
Clarksville, Maryland 21029 - District 13

Debra Mallory and Steve Mallory
Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 - District 18

Jennifer Glover-Falkler and Michael Falkler
Parkville, Maryland 21234 - District 42B

Jillian Seagraves
Glen Burnie , Maryland 21061 - District 32

Kathleen Michels
Silver Spring , Maryland 20902 - District D18



Janis Lankford
Delmar, Maryland 21875 - District 37A

Patricia A. Ellison
Wittman, Maryland 21676 - District 37B

Elizabeth R and Steven D Miller

Cabin John, Maryland 20818-1410 - District 16

Susanna C Mann
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878 - District 39

Martha Johnston
Baltimore, Maryland 21212 - District 43

Brett & Suzette Morgan
Baltimore City, Maryland 21214 - District 45

Nicole & Evan Hartig
Baltimore, Maryland 21214 - District 45

Erin Markel
Abingdon, Maryland 21009 - District 34B

Kim Drake
Ellicott City , Maryland 21043 - District 12

Nathan Bowen
Baltimore, Maryland 21229 - District 44A

Lisbeth Jorgensen
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 13

Mary Stein-Cascio
Timonium, Maryland 21093 - District 42B

Katherine T. Hartig
Parkton, Maryland 21120 - District 7

Patrick, Julia, Peter, & Isaac Bunn
Gambrills , Maryland 21054 - District 33

Catherine Mikelson
Marriottsville , Maryland 21104 - District 9A

Mary Ann Barry
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 12

David Christopher
Brookeville, Maryland 20833 - District 14

Jon Taylor & Lauren Toomey
Odenton, Maryland 21113 - District 33

Robin Moore Lasky
Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 - District 18

Deirdre Middleton
Burtonsville, Maryland 20866 - District 14

Becky Boia & Christian Ricciardelli
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21060 - District 31A

T. Ripani
Bel Air, Maryland 21015 - District 34B

Kimberly Akers
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 12

Jane Shivnan
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 - District 32

Sabrina J. Lovell
Columbia, Maryland 21044 - District 13

Jaime Loizzo
Suitland, Maryland 20746 - District 4



Catherine Stirling
Annapolis , Maryland 21403 - District 30A

JT Merryman
Catonsville, Maryland 21228 - District 12

Piali Aditya, Christian Cruz & family
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 13

Samuel Young
Baltimore, Maryland 21217 - District 44A

Cara Dudzic
Baltimore , Maryland 21212 - District 43

Marie Samuelson
Germantown, Maryland 20874 - District 15

Ann Mosher Paulsen and Russ Paulsen
Bethesda, Maryland 20817 - District 16

Sharon Cooper & John Croft
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20774 - District 23B

Silver-Isenstadt Family
Laurel, Maryland 20723 - District 13

Melissa Omerberg
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 - District 20

Erica & Jeff Jones
Laurel, Maryland 20723 - District 13

Kali Schumitz and Colin Burke
Elkridge , Maryland 21075 - District 11

Jacqueline Anne (Annie) Lemarie
Sharpsburg, Maryland 21782 - District 2A

Kathy Lough
Severna Park, Maryland 21146 - District 33

Rose Tileston
Bowie, Maryland 20715 - District 23B

Barbara M Lynch

Takoma Park, Maryland 20912-4719 - District

20

Ellen Wright
Elkton, Maryland 21921 - District 1

Roxana Segovia Beltran
Columbia, Maryland 21044 - District 12

Mike and Pam Perna
Woodbine, Maryland 21797 - District 9A

Renee Stephens
Crofton, Maryland 21114 - District 33

Kelly Williams and Steven Yenzer
Montgomery Village, Maryland 20886 -
District 39

Lisa Henderson
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 - District 18

Beverly Shomo
Odenton, Maryland 21113 - District 33

Rosemary and David Rest
Westminster, Maryland 21158 - District 5

Robin and Phil Farabaugh
Catonsville, Maryland 21228 - District 12

Gail Mackiernan
Colesville, Maryland 20904 - District 14



Ekaterina Tregub-Emrick and the family
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904 - District 14

Linda Pierce and Matt Stanley
Parkville, Maryland 21234 - District 8

Jennifer Evans-Muir
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 - District 20

Madelyn Bloom
Columbia, Maryland 21046 - District 13

Bridget Warren
University Park , Maryland 20782 - District 21

Chuck and Holly Willos
Millersville, Maryland 21108 - District 33

Buffy Illum
Ellicott City, Maryland 21042 - District 9B

Henry S. Gibbons
Edgewood, Maryland 21040 - District 34A

Erica Valdes
Churchville, Maryland 21028 - District 35B

Regina & Michael Wilhide and Family
Catonsville, Maryland 21228 - District 44B

Winny Tan & Family
Lutherville-Timonium, Maryland 21093 -
District 11

Nau Family
Jarrettsville, Maryland 21084 - District 7

Claudia Ardale
Bel Air, Maryland 21015 - District 35B

Susan White
Columbia, Maryland 21046 - District 13

Paula Roberts and Family
Odenton, Maryland 21113 - District 21

Esposito Family
Baltimore, Maryland 21229 - District 40

Angelita M. Porcella
Baltimore, Maryland 21214 - District 45

Katalin Clendenin
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 13

Madelyn Bloom
Columbia, Maryland 21046 - District 13

Nicole Williamson
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 - District 41

Inja Lin
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 - District 47B

Susan Cho & Eric Jonas
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 - District 20

Lani Hummel
Annapolis, Maryland 21403-0250 - District 30

Allyson Rogan
Columbia , Maryland 21045 - District 13

Kim Ulmer
Derwood , Maryland 20855 - District 19

Kurt and Kathleen Hoenke
Abingdon, Maryland 21009 - District 35B



Adam, Sarah Laye, and Family
Fork, Maryland 21082 - District 7

Michael Lachance
Baltimore, Maryland 21234 - District 45

Megan Boddy-Pickard and Kyle Pickard
Baltimore, Maryland 21230 - District 46

Laurie Stinebaugh
Woodstock, Maryland 21163 - District 9A

Laura Hickok
Ijamsville, Maryland 21754 - District 4

Susan Putnam
Catonsville, Maryland 21228 - District 44B

Susan Peckham and Daniel Abraham
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 - District 20

Maureen Connors
Lutherville-Timonium, Maryland 21093 -
District 42B

Jennifer Blalock
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117 - District 11

Paula C. Shepherd
Ellicott City, Maryland 21042 - District 9A

Theresa, William and Eric Meadows
Bowie, Maryland 20716 - District 23B

Dr. Chiara D’Amore
Columbia, Maryland 21044 - District 12

Kelly & Clift Iewaru and family
Dayton, Maryland 21036 - District 9A

Ann Wacha & Richard Magomu-Wacha
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 12

Scott D. Guzewich
Columbia, Maryland 21045 - District 13

Rick & Marike van der Veen-Box
Severna Park, Maryland 21146 - District 33

McCoy Quinones
Frederick, Maryland 21703 - District 3B

Josh and Bethany Adams
Frederick, Maryland 21704 - District 8

Patty Mochel
Towson, Maryland 21204 - District 42B



