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STATEMENT TO THE SENATE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS COMMITTEE, 
IN OPPOSITION TO SB 339  

(HEARING JANUARY 14, 2021) 
 
January 8, 2021 

Esteemed Members of the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee, 

On behalf of the membership of the Maryland-Israel Sister State Committee, I am writing in strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 339. 

Responsibility for maintenance and development of Maryland’s sister-state relationships must NOT be 
transferred from the Secretary of State. The activities of our sister states go well beyond the focus and 
mission of the Department of Commerce. This past year, for example, our Committee commemorated 
the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz with a month of events that brought together over a 
thousand citizens of Maryland along with dignitaries from the Embassies of Albania, Austria, Canada, 
Croatia, Germany, Greece, Israel, Japan, Serbia, Poland, as well as international NGOs representing 
Guatemala, Turkey, Russia, China and South Africa. We were also honored to host a multitude of 
officials from the Governments of the City of Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, the District of 
Columbia, the Maryland General Assembly, 7 Maryland state agencies, and 5 federal agencies of the 
United States of America. Programs such as the above-mentioned are valuable relationship-building 
activities that would be neglected if not eradicated by the Office of International Trade. 

Conversely, the Department of State is to be credited for building a robust, diversified and highly 
successful network and system for conducting Maryland’s subnational diplomatic relations – all while 
working with the minimal budget appropriated to them. Secretary of State John Wobensmith and 
Deputy Secretary Luis Borunda are international statesmen of the highest caliber. Without the gravitas, 
acumen and commitment of these two respected leaders, our two dozen sister state committees would 
be loath to shoulder the enormous workload we necessarily undertake as volunteers to promote  the 
good name of Maryland around the globe. 

In our work, we do see tremendous opportunities for Maryland’s international business development, 
but the proper manner to exploit them is to foster cooperation between Commerce and State, not to 
steal from State to give to Commerce. Allow our non-commercial programs to continue through State, 
and we can simultaneously generate leads for Commerce. We should have all hands on deck to create 
business for Maryland, not just Commerce. There is great further potential for our programs to benefit 
Maryland trade provided that the legislature resists removing the Golden Goose from its rightful nest. 

Sincerely, 

 
H. Randall Morgan, Jr. 
Chairman, Maryland-Israel Sister State Committee 

http://www.mdisrael.org/
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Statement to the Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee

Regarding Opposition of MD-Anhui Sister State Committee to SB 339

(Hearing on January 14, 2021〉

」anuary lO, 2021

Dear Members ofthe Marviand Senate 」udiciai Proceedings Committee:

On behalfofthe ieadership and membership ofthe Maryiand-Anhui SisterState Committee, 1 am writing in

OPPOSition to Ma「viand Senate Bii1 399, and urge vou to reject this iegisIation, Which would move responsibiIitv for

Sister States of Marviand, inc., and our Committee from the Office ofthe Maryland Secretary ofState to the

Maryiand Department of Commerce.

For more than 40 years, the Maryland-Anhui Sister State Committee - COmPrising MarvIand citizen-VOIunteers from

throughout the state - has relied on the leadership, SuPPOrt and assistance ofthe Office ofthe Maryland Secretary

Of State and its abIe staffto heIp deveiop and grow the state-tO-PrOVince reiationship into a model many other

Sisterstate arrangements here in Maryiand and throughoutthe United Stateswish to emuIate. Why? Becausethe

Sjsterstate reIationship has paid divjdends for cjtizens from both sides -nOt OnIy in te「ms ofenhanced t「ade and

mutua=y beneficiaI economic development opportunities, but in terms ofvaiuabIe exchanges in education and

cuiture as weIl.

Such is the significance ofthe Maryiand-Anhui sister state reiationship that Govemor Larry Hogan and other

Maryiand officiais w町Oin with their counterparts in eariy February for a virtual, 40th anniversary commemoration.

Responsib冊y for maintenance and deveiopment of MaryIand’s sister-State relationships should NOT be

transfe「red from the Office of the Sec「eta「y of State to the Department of Commerce. The activities of our sister

StateS gO Weli beyond the focus and mission ofthe Department ofCommerce. ln 2018, forexample, the

MaryIand-Anhui Sister State Committee welcomed a 12与-PerSOn deiegation from Anhui Province for a weekIong

‘′Maryiand-Anhui Promotion Week,’’which inciuded important exchanges between and among government,

education (both K-12 and post-SeCOndarv), Culture and art, aS We= as business organizations.

At the same time, the Maryland Office ofthe Secretarv ofState - ParticularIy underthe leadership of current

Secretary of State 」ohn Wobensmith and Deputy Secretary ofState Luis Borunda, has buIt a robust, diversified and

highlv successful network for conducting MaryIand’s subnational dipiomatic reiations -Which in tum has raised the

Visib冊v and enhanced the vaIue ofthe work ofthe Maryiand-Anhui Sister State Committee and the 20 other sister

State COmmittees which comprise Sister States of Maryiand, inc.

Thework ofthe MaryIand-Anhui SisterState Committee and ofSisterStates of Maryiand, lnc. can-and has-

generated fruitfuI business and trade opportunitiesfor Marvland. But ourwork is aboutso much morethan that.

And thatis whycoordination and responsibiIitvforourwo「k shouid remain with the Office ofthe Maryiand

Secretarv ofState. Piease ensure it remainsthatway and rejectSB 339.

Thank vou for the oppo「tunitv to comment.

㌢三三二_
Chai「

Marviand-Anhui (China) Sister State Committee
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