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Chairman Smith, Vice Chairman Waldstreicher, and members of the Judicial Proceedings Committee,

As the Commissioner President in Charles County, | respectfully request favorable action on SB0750,
titled Charles County — Community Service and Pretrial Release Programs.

The Charles County Commissioners were informed by our Sheriff’s Office that Maryland Parole and
Probation recently ceased to provide pretrial services in Charles County. Recognizing the critical role of pretrial
services in our community, we formally request the necessary legislation to administer a pretrial release
program.

We believe that SBO750 promotes fair and equal treatment of all persons accused of criminal offenses,
and ensures their access to liberty and due process is not unjustly predicated on their financial means. We do not
believe it is beneficial to our community for persons who otherwise qualify for pretrial release to stay in our
detention center awaiting their day in court, while others charged with the same offense but who are able to pay,
go free. This bill will give us the ability to establish a program to assess eligibility for release, supervise those
that are eligible, and make recommendations to the court regarding services needed to ensure the safety of the
community.

Unnecessary detention before trial not only results in unnecessary jail costs, but it also deprives the
person charged of an opportunity to be productive while awaiting case disposition. SB0750 will be a valuable
resource for making significant improvements in criminal justice within Charles County.

Please provide a favorable report on HB0750. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Is/
Reuben B. Collins, 11, Esq.
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The Honorable William C. Smith
Chair, Judicial Proceedings Committee

Re: SB 750 — Charles County Pre-Trial Release Programs
Dear Senator Smith and Members of the Judicial Proceedings Committee:

SB 750 addresses an important issue in Charles County: a lack of pre-trial services for those
accused of a crime in the county. I have repeatedly spoken of the need for such a program, and my
staff has worked with our local delegation, our County Commissioners, and our local Criminal Justice
Coordinating Council to begin the process of creating the program.

I support SB 750. I believe it is essential that Charles County have a pre-trial services program
that is independent from law enforcement. A police agency should not take a position on whether a
defendant should be released or incarcerated, nor should a detention facility — especially not one run by
a police agency. As described in SB 750, the Sheriff’s Office can provide assistance to the County’s
program. Should SB 750 become law, I look forward to working with our County Commissioners to
help the County establish and administer the program.

Thank you for the attention you are providing to this important lfgis>ation.
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