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January 19, 2021 

Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 

SB 17 Criminal Law – Life-Threatening Injury Involving a Motor Vehicle or Vessel-Criminal 

Negligence (Wade’s Law) Statement of Support by Bill Sponsor Senator Mary Beth Carozza 

 

Chairman Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and members of the distinguished Senate Judicial 

Proceedings Committee, I come before you again this session to urge you to give favorable consideration 

to Senate Bill 17, Wade’s Law, which simply provides a more just penalty to those convicted of 

criminally negligent driving causing life-threatening injuries by a vehicle or vessel. 

  

We have real victims and compelling reasons to pass this legislation this session with no delay. The story 

of Wade’s Law starts on February 22, 2016, when a criminally negligent driver struck two Worcester 

County road workers, Wade Pusey and Scott Tatterson, while they simply were doing their job along the 

highway. The violent crash killed Mr. Tatterson and Wade was flown to Maryland Shock Trauma with 

several life-threatening injuries, some of which he continues to live with today. Wade’s story was brought 

to my attention by the Worcester County State’s Attorney’s office after it became clear that the only 

offense that the driver could be charged with after causing a life-threatening injury, due to his criminal 

actions, was a motor vehicle citation carrying a maximum penalty of $500. That is an unjust penalty. 

  

Current law provides that manslaughter by vehicle by criminally negligent driving is a misdemeanor and 

subject to a maximum three-year imprisonment and/or a $5,000 fine. Yet if the victim is maimed, 

paralyzed, or suffers some other life-threatening injury, that same criminally negligent driver is only 

liable for a $500 fine. SB 17 provides a just penalty by allowing a person who is guilty of criminally 

negligent driving causing a life-threatening injury to be imprisoned up to 18 months or be fined $5,000 or 

both. 

  

In 2017, as a Delegate, I first introduced Wade’s Law as HB 585, and it passed the House by a 140-0 

unanimous vote but did not receive a committee vote in the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee. In 

2019, my first session in the Senate, I reintroduced Wade’s Law and it passed the Senate 46-0 but did not 

clear the House. 

  

In the meantime, the sense of urgency to pass this legislation has been heightened by the devastating, 

horrific and extremely painful crash that Je’Ani Lyles lived through on June 18, 2018 in Harford County 

caused by a criminally negligent driver. You will hear from Je’Ani’s mother, Carla Ortiz, who will 

describe not only the horror of the crash with Je’Ani suffering a severing of her T8 vertebrae, multiple 

surgeries, and paralysis from the chest down but will plead for a more just penalty to hold those who are 

criminally negligent responsible for their actions. 

  



 

Let this be the year that we see Wade’s Law all the way through to final passage. Let’s no longer be in the 

position that a victim or a victim’s family has to be told that had they or their loved one killed in a crash 

by a criminally negligent defendant that the at-fault driver would face jail time and a significant fine, but 

if the victim somehow survives life-threatening injuries or is maimed or paralyzed, then that same 

criminally negligent driver only faces points on their driver’s license and a small fine and does not even 

have to appear in court! That simply is unjust and should not stand any longer. 

  

My parents always taught me that if you believe in a just cause or action, then you keep working it, not 

for yourself, but for people like Wade Pusey and his family, Je’Ani Lyles and her mother, Carla, and for 

all the unnamed victims and future victims. You keep fighting the good fight. I respectfully request a 

favorable report of SB 17 which would allow for a more just penalty on those found guilty of criminally 

negligent driving causing life-threatening injuries and would provide some peace of mind for past and 

future victims.       

 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 
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January 19, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable William J. Smith, Jr.  

Chair, Judicial Proceedings Committee  

2 East Miller Senate Office Building 

Annapolis, MD  21401 

  

Re:  Letter of Support – Senate Bill 17 – Criminal Law – Life Threatening 

Injury Involving a Motor Vehicle or Vessel – Criminal Negligence (Wade’s 

Law) 

  

Dear Chair Smith and Committee Members: 

  

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources supports Senate Bill 17. 

 

As introduced, SB 17 provides a mechanism by which a person is held accountable for 

criminally negligent behavior when not under the influence of drugs or alcohol and 

when that behavior results in life-threatening injury to another. The standard of proof 

required by this legislation would be below the level of gross negligence, which is often 

difficult to prove.  This bill also does not require proof that the operator was impaired 

while engaged in criminally negligent behavior, which is currently required by Criminal 

Law Article § 3-211.  

 

Because the legislation would provide a valuable enforcement tool to address unsafe 

behavior on the water, the department respectfully requests the committee to grant 

Senate Bill 17 a favorable report.  

  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

  

James W. McKitrick 

Director, Legislative and Constituent Services 

Contact: James McKitrick, Director, Legislative and Constituent Services 

JamesW.McKitrick@maryland.gov ♦ 443-510-5013 
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MARYLAND CHIEFS OF POLICE ASSOCIATION 

  MARYLAND SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

 

 
532 Baltimore Blvd. Suite 308                                     532 Baltimore Blvd. Suite 308 
     Westminster, MD                Westminster, MD 

         667-314-3216                667-314-3216 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO:  The Honorable William C. Smith, Jr. Chairman and  

  Members of the Judicial Proceedings Committee 

 

FROM: Chief David Morris, Co-Chair, MCPA, Joint Legislative Committee 

  Sheriff Darren Popkin, Co-Chair, MSA, Joint Legislative Committee 

  Andrea Mansfield, Representative, MCPA-MSA Joint Legislative Committee 

 

DATE:  January 19, 2021 

 

RE: SB 17 - Criminal Law – Life-Threatening Injury Involving a Motor Vehicle or 

Vessel – Criminal Negligence (Wade’s Law) 

  

POSITION: SUPPORT  

 

The Maryland Chiefs of Police Association (MCPA) and the Maryland Sheriffs’ Association 

(MSA) SUPPORT SB 17. This bill would establish the offense of life-threatening injury by motor 

vehicle or vessel as criminal negligence. A violator would be guilty of a misdemeanor and on 

conviction is subject to a maximum penalty of imprisonment not exceeding 18 months or a fine not 

exceeding $5,000 or both.  

 

The intent of SB 17 is to establish the offense of life-threatening injury by motor vehicle as criminal 

negligence and standardize the penalty provision with other similar offenses. Under current law, 

two offenses (causing life-threatening injury by motor vehicle or vessel while under the influence of 

alcohol or under the influence of alcohol per se or while impaired by a CDS; and causing life-

threatening injury by motor vehicle or vessel while impaired by alcohol or drugs) are misdemeanors 

with maximum penalties of 3 years and $5,000, or 2 years and $3,000, respectively. Considering the 

similar nature of these offenses, establishing the offense and creating a comparable penalty seems 

appropriate. 

 

For this reason, MCPA and MSA SUPPORT SB 17 and urge a FAVORABLE committee report.   
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      ABATE OF MARYLAND, INC. 
                                                                                                                      
                                                               Dedicated to the Freedom of the Road and Responsible Motorcycle Legislation 

 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: The Honorable William C. Smith, Jr. Chairman and Members of the 
Judicial Proceedings Committee 

 
FROM: Executive Director, Kenneth V. Sawyer, Abate of Maryland, Inc. 
 
DATE: January 16, 2021 
 
RE: SB17 – Criminal Law – Life–Threatening Injury Involving a 

Motor Vehicle or Vessel – Criminal Negligence (Wade’s Law) 
 
POSITION: SUPPORT 
 

  
ABATE of Maryland has been lobbying for bills like SB0017 since our inception in 1974. 
As the voice of motorcyclists throughout the state of Maryland, we are in favor of Wade’s 
Law/SB0017.  This bill seeks to hold persons accountable for their criminal negligence 
which causes life threatening injuries.  The current law only provides for payment of a 
fine which trivializes the damages suffered by the victims of criminal negligence. Passage 
of this bill, which adds the imposition of jail time and increases the fine to $5,000 for 
this very serious misconduct, may deter some drivers/operators and, when those actions 
are not deterred, it provides a measure of justice for the victim. 

 
We respectfully request a favorable vote for SB0017, which has passed in the Senate in 
previous years, and hope this will be the year that this very important bill becomes law.  
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      ABATE OF MARYLAND, INC. 
                                                                                                                      
                                                               Dedicated to the Freedom of the Road and Responsible Motorcycle Legislation 

 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: The Honorable William C. Smith, Jr. Chairman and Members of the 

Judicial Proceedings Committee 
 
FROM: Chairman of the Board, Robert Spanburgh Jr., Abate of Maryland, Inc. 
 
DATE: January 14, 2021 
 
RE: SB17 – Criminal Law – Life–Threatening Injury Involving a Motor 

Vehicle or Vessel – Criminal Negligence (Wade’s Law) 
 
POSITION: SUPPORT 
 

  
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
As Chairman of the Board of ABATE of Maryland and on behalf of all motorcyclists in our 
Great State, we endorse passage of Senate Bill 0017. Representatives of our organization 
have testified in favor of previous legislation that would make it a must-appear situation 
when an individual has been killed or maimed in a motor vehicle accident. We feel that 
serious bodily injury and especially death from a motor vehicle accident should be added 
to the list of infractions that currently mandate a court appearance. The ability of a citizen 
to attend court proceedings and actually see the party or parties involved in the loss or 
disfigurement of their loved ones and family members is a fundamental right. We 
respectfully request a favorable report and vote from the committee for SB 0017. 
 
 


