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The Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence (MNADV) is the state domestic violence
coalition that brings together victim service providers, allied professionals, and concerned
individuals for the common purpose of reducing intimate partner and family violence and its
harmful effects on our citizens. MNADV urges the House Judiciary Committee to issue a
favorable report on HB 773.

House Bill 773 would require the Handgun Roster Board under the Department of State Police to
study and make recommendations about firearm telematics. Firearm telematics is technology
that can be used to locate a firearm. Notably, there is no fiscal note for this study. The risk of
homicide for women increases by 500% with the presence of a gun in the home.! MNADV
supports this study since we are hopeful that its results could increase firearm safety, help in
locating firearms that were used in a domestic violence offense or other crime, and prevent
prohibited persons from possessing firearms.

Guns are used in a variety of ways by perpetrators of domestic violence. Guns are not only used
by abusers to shoot their victims but are used to threaten a victim, intimidate a victim, and used
to pistol-whip a victim.? Approximately 4.5 million American women alive today have been
threatened by intimate partners with firearms and 1 million have been shot or shot at by their
abusers.> Women who are threatened or assaulted with a gun are 20 times more likely than other
women to be murdered.?
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Higher rates of firearm ownership correlate to a higher rate of domestic violence homicide
according to a 2019 study.® There is a 65% higher incidence rate of domestic firearm homicide in
the states with the highest firearm ownership compared to states with lower ownership rates.®
Since women are the most common victims of domestic violence homicide, they are most at risk
with increased gun ownership.’

For the above stated reasons, the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence urges a
favorable report on HB 773.
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