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Marylanders Against Poverty (MAP) strongly opposes SB 670, which will deny
access to the jury system to low and moderate-income people throughout
Maryland.

SB 670 bill prohibits a party in a civil action from requesting a jury trial if the
amount in controversy does not exceed $30,000. The goal of this bill is to
protect low-income drivers from predatory tactics used by car insurance
companies. Insurance companies use the lower threshold to request a jury
trial. They use the time difference between district court and circuit court to
their advantage. This can coerce low- income drivers into settling out of court.
However, this bill will also cause harm to other cases with low income parties.

There are many cases that would be difficult for low income people to meet
to $30,000 threshold for requesting a jury. These cases include tenants facing
suits from former landlords for disputed rent or claims of damage, consumers
with claims for false advertising, abusive debt collection, and other consumer

protection violations.

SB 670 would increase the amount of wage thief an employee would have to
experience before they could qualify for a jury trial. Low-income workers earn
a low wage which will make it more difficult for them to have a jury trial. Wage
thief includes an employer not paying overtime, not paying for all time worked,
or not paying the employee at all. It would require wage thief to happen over a
longer period of time or more aggressively for low-income workers to reach
the $30,000 threshold.

Low-income people should be protected from predatory practices by car
insurance companies and have access to trial by jury. All cases with low-
income parties need protection and access to their rights. Raising the amount
in controversy, also raises the amount of harm low-income people need to
experience to have access to their right of trial by jury.

MAP appreciates your consideration and urges the committee to issue an
unfavorable report for SB 670.

Marylanders Against Poverty (MAP) is a coalition of service providers, faith communities,
and advocacy organizations advancing statewide public policies and programs necessary
to alleviate the burdens faced by Marylanders living in or near poverty, and to address the
underlying systemic causes of poverty.
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