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DELEGATE DAN COX TESTIMONY IN FAVOR
OF HB 633 GUN THEFT FELONY ACT OF 2021

Today, | ask for a favorable report for HB 633 Gun Theft Felony Act of 2021.

In 2013, the State of Maryland passed the Maryland Firearms Safety Act of 2013 with the stated
intent to save lives. Unfortunately, we have seen an increase in homicides over the past 6 years.
In fact since 2014, in Baltimore City alone 2,207 people have been murdered. In addition, during
the same time period, Montgomery, Prince George’s, and Anne Arundel counties have all
experienced increases in homicides.

Maryland’s “Strict Gun Laws” are punishing mostly law abiding citizens, meanwhile most of the
gun crimes in Maryland are committed by individuals who do not obtain their guns legally.

A 2016 national survey of prison inmates, found that less than 2 percent obtained their firearms by
legal means; instead, they stole the gun from someone's home or car. In 2013, it was reported that
Maryland ranked the third highest in the nation for stolen or lost firearms.

In Pennsylvania, firearm theft is always charged as a felony. As such, if convicted, individuals
may face not only a permanent criminal record and fines, but also significant jail time.

Maryland does have a violent crime problem, and many of those violent crimes are committed
with stolen firearms, | believe if we have tougher penalties for stolen firearms, we will do what
was intended in 2013, save lives.

| again respectfully ask this committee for a favorable for HB 633 Gun Theft Felony Act of 2021.

Respectfully,

LG

Daniel L. Cox



