
H.B. 2 4 7  TESTIMONY (SUPPORT) 

 On  beh a lf of Ma ryla n d  h a n d ica pped  voters , I su pport  

legis la t ion  for  p rovis ion  of a  s econ d  lin e a t  pollin g p la ces  for  

h a n d ica pped  voters , or  a n  a ltern a te p la n  to a ch ieve th e s a m e 

goa l: bet ter  a cces s ib ility.   

 Pres en tly, h a n d ica pped  person s  wa it  a  lon g t im e in  lin e 

a t  pollin g p la ces  u n der  grea t  du res s  wa it in g to vote.  A s econ d  

lin e for  vet ted  h a n d ica pped  person s  wou ld  ben efit  th em  

im m en sely. Sa d ly, beca u s e of lon g lin es  a t  th e pollin g p la ce, 

h a n d ica pped  person s  s im p ly s ta y a wa y a n d  don 't  vote--in  

effect , vir tu a lly d is en fra n ch is ed .  

 Cu rren t ly th e Ma ryla n d  Depa r tm en t  of Tra n s porta t ion  

p rovides  perm a n en t  h a n g-ta gs , a n d  a ccom pa n yin g th e ta gs  a  

perm it  ca rd  th a t  s a ys  “MVA Disa b ility Pa rk in g Cert ifica t ion ” 

a n d  th e n a m e of th e person .  Th a t—or  th e h a n g-ta g its elf--

cou ld  be u s ed  a t  pollin g p la ces  to a llow th e d is a b led  to go to a  

s pecia l s econ d  lin e to vote. Ma ryla n d  la w s h ou ld  a lso a llow for  

a  com pa n ion  to a ccom pa n y th e d is a b led  pers on .  

 Th e p rovis ion  of a  s econ d  lin e, des cr ibed  a bove, is  on ly 

on e pos s ib le s olu t ion . Oth ers  th a t  a re clea r ly p rom u lga ted  

th rou gh  m ed ia  a n d  m a ilin gs  a n d  obviou s  a t  ea ch  pollin g p la ce 

cou ld  a ccom plis h  th e s a m e goa l: n a m ely, grea ter  a n d  fa s ter  

a cces s  to vot in g.  



 

 I s en t  th is  s u gges t ion  to th e Ma ryla n d  Sta te Boa rd  of 

Elect ion s . Here is  th eir  res pon s e: 

"To m a ke you r  su gges t ion  a  la w, you  s h ou ld  ta lk  to you  

loca l Sta te rep resen ta t ives .  Th ey a re th e folk s  th a t  

m a ke th a t  la ws  a n d  th en  we will im p lem en t  th em . " 

I followed  th eir  s u gges t ion  by con ta ct in g m y s ta te 

rep res en ta t ives , a n d  n ow a sk  you  to s u pport  HB 142  to ben efit  

h a n d ica pped  Ma ryla n d  voters .  

On  beh a lf of th ose voters , I th a n k  you .  

Sin cerely, 

Don  Killga llon  

13801  York  Roa d , a p t . U-104  

Cockeys ville, MD 21030  

 


