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Testimony on HB0767 

Montgomery County – Voting Methods MC 22-21 

Ways and Means 

 

Position: FAVORABLE 

 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:  

 

I, Justin Gallardo of Parkville, an advocate of democratic reforms, support HB0767, 

“Montgomery County – Voting Methods MC 22-21.” The current system of plurality/first-past-

the-post voting is antiquated and ineffective. It does not represent the will of the voters. The 

current system declares a winner even if a candidate has not won 50% or more of the voters. Our 

voting base is more diverse from age, education level, gender identity, income level, political 

philosophies, race, religious identity, and sexual orientation. Instead of incentivizing candidates 

to reach out to the greater community for support, the current system enables negative 

campaigning, which ultimately provides no confidence in our democracy. How can we expect 

voter participation and civic engagement when the system is so toxic? I am sick of the “lesser of 

two evils” argumentum! 

 

This problem is not just a local or state issue – it is a national and international one. Candidates 

have been declared winners without winning a majority of the voters in US House races (Exhibit 

1), US Senate races (Exhibit 2), Gubernatorial races (Exhibit 3), awarding Presidential Electors 

(Exhibit 4), and Parliamentary Elections (Exhibit 5). By looking at these examples, we have to 

ask ourselves, why did these voters NOT select the two major candidates? How can we 

AMPLIFY their voices? How can we better understand them? As elected officials, you represent 

voters who voted for you and those who did not vote for you. Ultimately, you want to retain 

those who voted for you and win the support of those that did not vote for you.  

 

Maryland has a municipality with an alternative voting method, specifically Ranked Choice 

Voting (RCV), and that is the City of Takoma Park, located in Montgomery County just like this 

enabling legislation. They have used it since 2007. Montgomery County is a model for 

democratic reforms in this state. It was the first county to enable legislation for public election 

campaign financing. The system was utilized in the 2018 Elections. Since then, many counties 

across the state have adopted enabling legislation for public election campaign financing. 

Montgomery County can be a leader once more by adopting enabling legislation for alternative 

voting methods. 

 

In 2018, Maine successfully used RCV for their state elections and US House races. In fact, an 

incumbent Congressman was unseated for the first time in that Congressional district since 1916. 

In 2020, Maine again used RCV in their US Senate race and to award the Electors of the 

Presidential race. Ultimately, I would love to see Maryland adopt RCV statewide; however, let 

us give Montgomery County the honor to lead this path!   
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(Exhibit 1): House Races, 2020 

 

 

 

(Source: Politico) 

 

(Exhibit 2): Senate Races, 2020 
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(Source: Politico) 

 

(Exhibit 3): Gubernatorial Races, 2018 

  

      

 

(Source: New York Times) 
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(Exhibit 4): Presidential Electors, 2020  

 

  

(Source: Politico) 
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(Exhibit 5): Parliamentary Elections, 2019  

Canada:  

   

(Source: CBC News) 

United Kingdom: 

            

(Source: BBC) 

 



Justin Gallardo, HB0767, Favorable  

February 16, 2021 
 

Page 6 of 6 
 

Contact Information 

(410) 818-7002 

jsbgallardo@gmail.com 


