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Regarding SB769: income Tax Credit for Venison Donation

l wouId like to thank Senator Hesterfo「 introducing SB769, income Tax Credit for Venison Donation.

Piease accept mv testimonv in favor ofthis bili.

SB769 does severai things- ali ofwhich are a win-Win both forthe farmer and forthe community at

large. This pastyear has b「ought an increased need forfood donations as many have struggied with the

COVID-19 pandemic. At the same time, farmers face the cha=enge of raising crops with increasing

damage from a growing deer popuIation. Deer, On aVerage, Can CauSe $50/acre (or more) ofcrop

damage on MarvIand crops. Afarmer is訓owed to harvest deer under deer management permits,

howeverthey s訓have to paythe cost to have the deer processed・

There is a credit currentiy in piace, however it is a modest amount againstthe increased deer processing

costs. The modest alterations introduced by SB769 give an added incentive to the farmerto recoup

someofthe crop damage loss, aSWeII as provide a needed sourceofproteinfor locaIfood banks. Not

onIydoes SB769 increase the tax credit, but it aIso aIiows a farmerto double the amount ofdeer they

Can have processed and donate to a food bank, WhiIe st用receiving credit for doing so.

Support ofSB769 aIiows hunters throughoutthe state of MaryIand to make more food bank donations

each year through this tax credit program.

丁hank you forvour consideration,

ふふ十等亘′し
Leslie Bauer


