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President 

Maryland State and DC AFL-CIO 
 
Madam Chair and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony 
in support of HB 179 – Income Tax – Subtraction Modification – Union Dues. My name is 
Donna S. Edwards, and I am the President of the Maryland State and DC AFL-CIO. On behalf of 
the 340,000 union members, I offer the following comments. 
 
Due to the changes in our Federal tax system with the passage of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017, union dues were eliminated in the itemized deduction for miscellaneous expenses. 
Maryland union members cannot itemize an expense for State income tax purposes if the 
expense cannot be claimed as a federal itemized deduction. Therefore, union members in 
Maryland have taken a double hit; first by the Federal government, and then by the State of 
Maryland. 
 
HB 179 brings a subtraction modification back for union dues, for State income tax calculation. 
Unionized workers are our teachers, firefighters, and our police and corrections officers. They 
are our transportation workers, social workers, nurses, paraprofessionals, skilled construction 
workers, and the essential workers that have kept our state afloat during the COVID-19 
pandemic. They build and maintain our State and educate and care for our residents. When we 
can help mitigate the damages done by the Federal government, we should. HB 179 will allow 
for a subtraction modification of union dues subtracted from federal adjusted gross income, at 
the State level, therefore lessening the tax burden for Maryland’s union members, and, 
ultimately, reversing, in part, the damage done by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017.  
 
For these reasons, we urge a favorable report on HB 179. 
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Support 
 

AFSCME Council 3 supports HB 179.  This legislation would allow a subtraction 
modification under the Maryland income tax for certain union dues paid by an individual 
during the taxable year, applying to benefit taxable years beginning after December 31, 
2020. 

Unions provide a range of services and offerings not just to their members, but to the 
community at large.  Continuing education and scholarships, and health and safety 
programs are the most commonly known; but unions also engage with a variety of both 
local and national charities, sponsorships and other formal and informal partnerships to 
inform, engage and give back to the community.  

While businesses of all sizes have been allowed significant reductions and write-offs for 
their taxes, the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) eliminated the itemized deduction 
for many workers’ expenses, including union dues. American workers have lost 
numerous tax deductions including the deduction for uniforms required in specialized 
professions.  Meanwhile the “three-martini lunch” tax deduction was yet again recently 
re-enacted for America’s businessmen. 

HB 179 is a small step toward acknowledgement that union members should be treated 
fairly and equitably when it comes to tax liability.  AFSCME Council 3 asks for a favorable 
report of this legislation.  







 

 

 
 
Maryland House of delegates – Ways and Means Committee 
 
Chair: Anne R. Kaiser 
Vice Chair: Alonzo T. Washington 
 
House Bill 179 - Income Tax –Subtraction Modification –Union Dues 
 
Position: Support 
 
The Baltimore DC Metro Building Trades Council supports HB 179.  
Union dues may be used to support a wide variety of programs or activities, 
including paying the salaries and benefits of union leaders and staff; union 
governance and legal representation.  
Union dues are the way workers who have decided to form a union pool their 
resources to enable the work of the union. Union dues fund the cost of 
bargaining, the cost of enforcing the collective agreement, and the cost of 
organizing campaigns union members instruct their union to conduct. 
Federal Tax reform changed the rules of union dues deductions. For tax years 
2018 through 2025, union dues – and all employee expenses – are no longer 
deductible, even if the employee can itemize deductions. However, if the 
taxpayer is self-employed and pays union dues, those dues are deductible as a 
business expense and with the passage of House Bill 179 Maryland’s essential  
hard working Union members will be able to do the same.  
 
We urge the Committee for a favorable report. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeffry Guido  
 
(E) jguido@bdcbt.org   (O) 301-909-1071  (C) 240-687-5195 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              5829 Allentown Rd Camp Spring MD 20746 
 

mailto:jguido@bdcbt.org
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To: Hon. Anne Kaiser, Chair, and members of the House Ways and Means Committee 
From: Shannon Opfer, President CWA MD State Council, President CWA Local 2107 
 
Chair Kaiser and members of the Ways and Means Committee, 
 
Union members are hardworking middle class people.  We build our State’s economy.  Everything we do 
supports our state and economy, whether it is shopping here in Maryland or being a part of new 
construction making Maryland better. 
 
The Tax Relief bill passed by Congress in 2018 eliminated the ability to deduct Union dues from our 
Federal tax returns.  This may not seem like a huge impact, but for many families it will be.  
 
HB 179 will allow members to deduct their dues from their Maryland tax return, making sure we do not 
suffer from the “tax relief” bill.  Every penny makes a huge difference to working families. 
 
CWA is in SUPPORT of this bill.  We ask that the committee votes favorably on it. 
 
 
Thank you, 
Shannon Opfer 
President CWA MD State Council 
President CWA Local 2107  







 

 

 
 

 
HB 179 - Income Tax - Subtraction Modification - Union Dues 

 
FAVORABLE 

  
 
 
 
Dear Chair Kaiser and esteemed members of the House Ways and Means Committee: 
 
Please accept this letter in strong support of HB 179, which helps our working women 
and men offset some of their job-related costs in this difficulty economy by allowing for a 
deduction for union dues.  
 
Our union represents over 41,000 of the best trained and most skilled construction 
workers in the country, including close to 3,000 in the State of Maryland. As you may be 
aware, prior to 2018, union employees were able to deduct some of their union costs on 
their federal returns as unreimbursed employee business expenses. However, under 
President Trump’s tax reforms of 2018, union dues / expenses and all employee 
expenses can no longer be deducted through 2025, regardless of whether or not the 
employee itemizes deductions. 
 
House Bill 179 goes a long way in making these workers whole, by essentially 
reinstating this deduction through the Maryland tax code, as opposed to the federal tax 
code. 
 
This is a smart, blue-collar tax cut at a time when our workers need it most. 
 
For the forgoing reasons, we thank Delegate Luedtke for authoring this important 
legislation, and we ask for a favorable committee report.  
 
 
 

 
 

  





Edward Hohman 
President


Paul Thomas

Vice President 

Southern Region


Michael Key

Vice President 

Northern Region


Ellen Popiel

Secretary/Treasurer


David M. O’Ferrall

Business Agent


TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB179 
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January 21, 2021 

TO: Hon. Anne Kaiser, Chair, and Members of the House Ways and Means 
Committee 

FROM: David O’Ferrall, Business Manager, Local 487, I.A.T.S.E. 

Local 487, I.A.T.S.E. supports House Bill 179. This Bill will show that Maryland 
supports the working men, women and kin who are Union members by allowing them 
to deduct their Union dues in determining their Maryland Adjusted Gross income. 

This deduction will be beneficial twofold, first it will allow hard working 
Marylanders to receive credit for supporting the Unions that support them. The 
money they pay in dues ensures that their Locals have the ability to fight, not just for 
them and their families, but working people across the State on a daily basis. It allows 
Unions to do good works in their communities and support not just their members but 
so many others. Secondly, this will help encourage Union membership making not 
just the Unions stronger and thereby elevating the work standards for every single 
Marylander.  

Unions have brought so much to this Country, better wages, job-related health 
coverage and guaranteed pensions are just a few of the accomplishments. This Bill 
will show the State’s acknowledgement of the good work of these individuals who 
will benefit from this the most. We at Local 487 of the I.A.T.S.E. wholehearted 
support House Bill 179 and ask that the committee vote Favorably on passage.
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7050 Oakland Mills Rd Ste.180 
Columbia, MD 21046 

Office: (410) 290-3890 
Fax: (410) 290-3892 

Maryland House of Delegate – Ways and Means Committee 
 
TO: Chairwoman Anne Kaiser, and Members of the House of Delegates Ways and Means Committee 
FROM: Jason Ascher, Political Director – Mid-Atlantic Pipe Trades Association 
 

Support HB 179 – Income Tax – Subtraction Modification – Union Dues 
 

On behalf of the Mid-Atlantic Pipe Trades Association and our over 20,000 members and families from United Association Locals 
across Maryland, I ask that you SUPPORT HB 179. 
 
The 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 passed by Congress and the Trump Administration gave huge windfalls to the top 1%, while 
leaving working families with scraps.  One of the many ways this legislation hurt working families by eliminating certain tax 
deductions, such as union dues.  While this was federal legislation, this tax credit does not exist at the state level without the federal 
tax credit.   
 
With working families struggling because of the COVID-19 pandemic, HB 179 would offer a little bit of help by allowing for the 
deduction of union dues from state taxes. 
 
For the reasons mentioned above I ask you to give HB 179 a favorable report. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Jason Ascher 
Political Director 
Mid-Atlantic Pipe Trades Association 
7050 Oakland Mills Road, Suite 180 
Columbia, MD 21046 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 179 
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January 21, 2021      
 
 
TO:  Hon. Anne Kaiser, Chair, and members of the House Ways and Means Committee  
FROM: Patricia M. O’Donnell, SAG-AFTRA Washington - Mid Atlantic Local Executive 

Director 
DATE:  January 19, 2021 

 
 
Dear Chair and Members of the House Ways and Means Committee: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the roughly 4,735 union members of the Washington – Mid Atlantic Local of 
SAG-AFTRA to urge you to support House Bill 179, “Income Tax - Subtraction Modification - Union 
Dues” that is set for hearing before your Committee on January 21, 2021.  The SAG-AFTRA Washington 
- Mid Atlantic Local of SAG-AFTRA represents actors, performers, voice over artists, announcers, disc 
jockeys, television and radio news broadcasters, sound recording artists, and many others in entertainment 
and media, with nearly half of the entire local membership residing in and/or working in the state of 
Maryland. 
 
Unions provide their members with an abundance of resources to ensure members have the best terms and 
conditions of employment as possible, such as negotiating and enforcing collective bargaining agreements, 
providing professional development/training, supporting legislation that advances employees’ rights in the 
workplace, and providing outplacement resources. Like other professional organizations, union dues allow 
the union as an organization to provide these resources to its members and are a cost of the member being 
a part of this professional organization that is needed for his/her career.  Providing union dues the same tax 
treatment as other fees that are required to maintain professional memberships, certifications, and/or 
licensing for one to do their job is not only fair, but the right thing to do for Maryland’s workforce.  
Additionally, given the current economic climate, HB 179 would provide financial relief to union members 
in Maryland and allow them the opportunity to put more money back into the state’s economy.  Passing 
HB 179 will show the legislature’s support for Maryland’s workers.   
 
The Washington - Mid Atlantic Local of SAG-AFTRA strongly supports this bill and encourages you to 
vote favorably in support of HB 179. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Patricia M. O’Donnell 
 
 
PO: apr 
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January 21, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable Chairwoman Anne Kaiser and 

Members of the House Ways & Means Committee 

 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR HB-179 

 

 

As Legislative Director in Maryland for the Transportation Division of the International Association of 

Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and Transportation Worker’s (SMART) we urge your committee to support HB-

179  “Income Tax – Subtraction Modification – Union Dues.” 

 

This bill creates a tax credit against the State income tax for an individual who pays specified union 

dues. 

 

This tax credit was available to Marylanders in the past until the passage of the Federal Tax Cuts and 

Jobs Act of 2017.  This law eliminated union dues as a qualified deductible expense for Federal 

Income Tax purposes. 

 

Unfortunately, Maryland law states a taxpayer can itemize an expense for State income tax purposes 

only if the expense can be claimed as a federal itemized deduction.  So, the effects of the Act triggered 

a consequence to Marylanders that the General Assembly did not have a voice in. 

 

HB-179 corrects this unintended consequence by returning the ability of a taxpayer for State income 

tax purposes to claim an income tax credit for the amount of union dues that previously qualified as a 

miscellaneous itemized deduction. 

 

We urge a favorable report for HB-179 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Lawrence E. Kasecamp 

MD State Legislative Director 

SMART Transportation Division 
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Legislative Director 
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 179 
 

Income Tax – Subtraction Modification – Union Dues 
 

January 21, 2021 
Ways & Means Committee 

Maryland House 
 

TO:  Hon. Anne Kaiser, Chair,  
Hon. Alonzo Washington, Vice-Chair, and  
Members of the Committee 
 

FR: Jason Chorpenning 
President, United Food & Commercial Workers International Union Local 27  
21 West Road, Towson, MD  21204 

 
Chair Kaiser, Vice Chair Washington and Members of the Committee, on behalf of the 23,000 
working men and women represented by United Food & Commercial Workers International Union 
(UFCW) Local 27, I am submitting testimony in support of HB 179. 
 
The UFCW Local 27 is proud to represent the hard-working men and women in retail food, food 
processing, manufacturing, distribution, gaming, health care and other industries.  Our members 
help form the backbone of Maryland’s middle class and have been at the forefront in providing 
essential services to all Marylanders during the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
These are good-paying, union jobs in an area that has a higher unemployment rate than the state 
average.  For years, union dues were deductible from federal taxes however, the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act of 2017 (TCJA) eliminated this deduction.   
 
This has created an unfair tax system where big corporations can fully write of the costs of 
management expenses, legal costs, collective bargaining, and even union-busting campaigns; but, 
workers are no longer able to deduct the costs of the dues they pay in support of their own 
representation.  Unions bargain for wages and benefits, negotiate working conditions, represent 
workers in arbitrations, and engage in a number of other activities that benefit their members lives’ 
and improve working conditions. 
 
Not only do union members benefit from these efforts; union’s raise wages for all workers; 
including noncollege graduates, millennials, people of color, and women. 
 
There is a long-standing principle that taxable income should not include the costs of earning that 
income. The TCJA runs in direct contrast to that principle.  HB 174 is a step in the right direction 
of readdressing this mistake and will benefit hundreds of thousands of middle-class Marylanders.     
 
I urge the Committee to SUPPORT HB 179. 
 
 



Gino Renne, President 
Yvette Cuffie, Secretary-Treasurer 
Lisa Blackwell-Brown, Recorder 
 
UFCW Local 1994 MCGEO 
600 S. Frederick Avenue, Suite 200 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877 
Office (301) 977-2447 ● Fax (301) 977-6752 

 

 

 
Vice Presidents: Noel Bassett ● Beverley Bierman ● Melba Chavarria ● Joseph Dickson ● Cassandra Harper ● Paulette Kee-Dudley ●  

          Sonya Lancaster ● James Rowe ● John Smoak ● Clint Sobratti ● Michael Trigiani ● Gilberto Zelaya 
 

       
 TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 179 

Income Tax Credit – Agency Shop Fees and Union Dues 
January 21, 2021 

 
To:  Hon. Anne Kaiser, Chair and members of the House Ways and 
Means Committee 
 
From:  Gino Renne, President, UFCW Local 1994 MCGEO, 
International Vice President, UFCW 
 
On behalf of over 8,000 members of UFCW Local 1994 MCGEO, I offer 
our strong support on Bill HB 179: Income Tax Credit - Agency Shop Fees 
and Union Dues.  
 
While the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (TCJA) was a windfall for the very 
rich, Maryland workers were left behind. Union dues were eliminated as a 
tax credit for Federal Income Taxes and because state law dictates that we 
follow federal law on itemized tax credits, it effectively eliminated the State 
tax credit for union dues, too. This takes money out of the pockets of people 
who need it most.  
 
Tax cuts should go to the middle class who are more likely to spend every 
dollar they get and boost the local economy, but that is not what TCJA did. 
Instead, the wealthiest Americans were the ones that benefited from the Act.  
 
Union members spend their money on Main Street not Wall Street and we 
should do all we can to ensure that they have more money in their pockets. 
Studies show that consumer spending drives 68 percent of economic growth, 
so despite what others say, middle class tax cuts are what create jobs, not the 
bogus TCJA.  
 
This bill will help address the injustices of the TCJA and restore some 
economic fairness by giving union members a tax credit against their state 
income tax for their union dues.  
 
I respectfully ask for a favorable report on this legislation. 
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