Annapolis Office
The Maryland House of Delegates
: o 6 Bladen Street, Room 322
,\“‘ )l bats 3 Annapolis, Maryland 21401

WiLLiam WivELL
Legislative District 2A
Washington County

. . (g ;.IJ" 410-841-3447 - 301-858-3447
Environment and Transportation e Aj!-iv EETh 800-492-7122 Ext. 3447
Committee Faiy “Tn l.:kl E{Hi Fax 410-841-3818 - 301-858-3818
- ™ S William. Wivell@house.state.md.us
Subcommittees
—— . ~ \ District Offic
Housing and Real Propero T'HE MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES il
Local Government and ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 51 South Main Street
Bi-County Issues Smithsburg, Maryland 21783

301-824-3369

HBO0746, Election Law — Absentee Ballot Envelopes — Party Affiliation.

Madame Chair and Honorable members of the Ways & Means Committee:

| am pleased to present you with HB746. Many of us had been contacted during the most recent
elections in regards to privacy issues surrounding mail-in ballots. My original intent was to block all of the
voter information exhibited on the exterior of the envelope. In my discussion with bill drafting and the
election office. | was advised that much of this information was actually needed to process the ballot while
retaining the confidentiality of the vote itself; therefore, all this bill does is remove the party affiliation from
the ballot envelope.

It is probably the easiest bill that you will consider this session, and | ask you to please render a favorable
report on HB0746.

Thank you.



