DOWNTOWN BALTIMORE

The Honorable Maggie MclIntosh, Chair
House Appropriations Committee
Taylor House Office Building, Room 121
6 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: HB0896 - Maryland Stadium Authority - Increase of Bond Authorization - Camden Yards
Dear Madam Chair and Members of the Committee:

I'm writing to enthusiastically submit support HB896 on behalf of the Downtown Partnership of
Baltimore (DPOB) and its Board of Directors. The Business Community created DPOB in 1983 to foster a
clean, safe, and welcoming environment for residents, businesses, and tourists. DPOB is represented by
more than 91 prominent businesses and community stakeholders on its board and 650 members.

While Downtown has its challenges, our momentum over the past 18 months is trending in the right
direction and essential to the economic vitality of the City. The Administration’s commitment to
relocating the state agencies to the core of of Downtown was a much-needed catalyst. Resuts of an
economic impact study on the tradional core by economic developmet expert, Richard Clinch, PhD,
highlighted Downtown as the economic driver of the city, while also noting the need to update
infrastructure and increase amenities to support the anticipacted growth.

The development of the Camden Yards Sports Complex was visionary and inspired a generation of urban
revitalization across the nation. With its national prominence, the complex welcomes sports and
entertainment experiences that help make Baltimore a destination of choice. As a result, Downtown
receives incredible economic benefits with impact beyond the field and into nearby restaurants, hotels,
and office suites. The stadiums provide access to amenities that residents, visitors, and businesses want
while injecting vitality into our urban core. This is no time, given our history, to take our two stadiums
for granted. We must go forward with vision as we did 30 years ago!

The Downtown Partnership of Baltimore staff and board understand the value of HB0896, which
increases the caps on debt issuance and debt service amounts for the Camden Yards Sports Complex.
Passage of this legislation will incentivize the Orioles and Ravens to renew their commitments to the
State of Maryland and provide resources to increase the already significant economic impacts of the
stadiums. This legislation demonstrates Maryland's financial commitment to the teams and their
leagues for them to remain in the State for years to come. And this legislation also highlights the State's
commitment to investing in the City of Baltimore and all of us who call home, work, or a great place to
visit.

If you have any questions or require anything additional, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Respectfully,

s oo

Shelonda Stokes
President
Downtown Partnership of Baltimore
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