
Testimony in SUPPORT of HB729– Facilitating University Transformations by Unifying
Reductions in Emissions (FUTURE) Act

Dear Chairwoman McIntosh and Distinguished Members of the Appropriations Committee,

My name is Emma Green, and I am writing in support of HB0729.  I am a resident of district 23B.
I am also a second year Masters student at the University of Maryland Center for
Environmental Science and a campus delegate for the MaryPIRG Student Climate Action
Coalition or MSCAC. I lived in Bowie for the first 23 years of my life with parents and
grandparents who were very involved in local politics. I was taught from an early age that all
politics is local and that our government is designed to make our lives better.  I moved to
southern Maryland in 2020 and still believe in government, but when I’m unable to drive to
my lab on Solomons Island because of sunny day flooding, it is clear that our government is
failing us.

You’re not only failing us, you're failing your children, your grandchildren, and generations
to come. I want to take this time to take you through a thought experiment to explain why
our generation dedicates so much time and energy to this cause and why the members of
MSCAC have spent so much time working on this bill.

The average age of a member of the Maryland General Assembly (MGA) is 541, and the
median age of a University System of Maryland undergraduate is 212

When the average MGA delegate or senator was 21, it was 1989. In Annapolis, the
temperature was around 38°F; There were 21 days above 90°F, and two days of high tide
flooding a year.3

In 2022, our world looks a lot different.The temperature is about 2°F warmer than 1900, and
we’ve seen sea levels rise by a foot in Baltimore4.

What will the world look like when we are your average age, 54? It will be 2056, and using
an average of the middle of the road projection scenarios (RCP4.5 and RCP6.0) from the
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IPCC,  it will be 2.7°F warmer than when we were born, sea level will be around two and a
half feet higher, and 6% of bugs, 8% of plants, and 4% of vertebrates will have lost over half
their range.There will be ice-free summers in the Arctic which will have large ramifications
across the planet 5 We can also expect 21 more days over 90°F and around 180 more days of
high tide flooding than this year, when you all are 54.2

How about when our children are 54? This will be around 2084, and the temperature could
be 5.4°F warmer than 2054. The Arctic would be 8.4°F warmer, there would be 12 fewer
frost days than when we were born. 5 High tide flooding in Annapolis would occur for about
80% of the year.2 If my children decided to live in southern Maryland like I do now, their
climate would be more like Farmers Branch, Texas than the southern Maryland I know -- 8.8
°F warmer and 35.5 % drier.6

If you feel like we can’t afford the FUTURE Act because there are so many other priorities
and provisions, please think about us and our children. Please think about how different our
world will be from yours, and how as students, this is where we want our tuition money to be
spent.

The University System of Maryland emits more carbon than all other state agencies
combined.

Youth are utilizing their agency to remind public research institutions of their guiding
principles. This legislation will ensure that universities will lead the way in carbon neutrality,
address climate change while addressing climate justice, and empower students and
institutions.

This bill makes Maryland Public Universities leaders in carbon reductions and climate
justice by:

- Requiring carbon neutrality by 2035 (scopes 1 and 2 by 2025)
- Establishing an Environmental and Economic Justice Scholarship Fund for in-state

students displaced by climate change or from environmental justice communities
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- Facilitating the sharing of best practices and resources through establishing offices of
sustainability at each institution

- Conducting a feasibility and implementation study for a sustainability education
requirement for each institution

The bill is not prescriptive. We understand that each university has different infrastructure,
different amounts of funding, and unique concerns. The testimony from USM and other
institutions last year claimed that our bill requires that universities replace boilers, vehicle
fleets that aren’t being used, rebuild their buildings, or spend an exorbitant amount of money.
That is not what our bill says. MSCAC students just ask that universities acknowledge and
account for the damage that they are causing to the futures of the students they say they
support.

Respectfully,

Emma Green
MaryPIRG Student Climate Action Coalition
UMCES Campus Delegate and Assistant Campaign Coordinator


