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Dear M. Chair and Committee Members,

Thank you for allowing our testimony today in support of HB1165. MLC’s Climate Justice
Wing is a statewide coalition of over 50 grassroots and grasstops organizations focused on
getting State level climate justice legislation passed.

HB1165 restores the intent of Maryland’s High Performance Building Act that was to create
green and healthy K-12 public schools and public buildings. Those standards were
substantially weakened in 2018 in legislation that had been primarily focused on creating the
Interagency Commission on School Construction. HB1165 rectifies the problems created by
that legislation.

First, although the Education Article seemingly requires K-12 schools to be built to High
Performance Building Standards, Maryland’s current law only applies those standards to
K-12 schools and other public buildings if they are “solely funded” with State monies. This
means almost no schools must meet the High Performance Buildings Standards. HB1165
changes that requirement to 25% of the funding from the State, which restores the intent of
State responsibility. It also is an important step in the right direction of making our schools
healthier and environmentally sound.

Second, under current law, the remaining buildings subject to the High Performance
Buildings Standards are no longer required to be certified that they meet those standards.
This has had the predictable result that many buildings do not meet the High Performance
Buildings Standards. HB1165 rectifies this problem by restoring those certification
requirements.



We are of course strong advocates of schools being required to be net-zero or net-zero ready.
However, as we navigate this legislative session, we strongly recommend a favorable report
for HB1165 because it is a substantial step forward for all schools and other public buildings.
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