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Position: Support  
 
Senate Bill 755 would establish a temporary unit in the Governor’s Grants Office to track federal infrastructure grants 
and assist State agencies in the award of grants under the Federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021. This 
office would be led by a Chief Infrastructure Officer. 
 
President Biden signed the $1.2 trillion Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act into law on Nov. 15, 2021. This 2,700 
page bill addressed core infrastructure needs such as transportation, broadband, water, energy, cybersecurity, and 
disaster mitigation and resiliency. The bill included formula increases for various federal grant programs, as well as 
created a large number of new competitive grant programs.  
 
With such a large influx of federal funds coming to Maryland, transparency and coordination are of utmost importance. 
Not only does Senate Bill 755 task the newly created Federal Infrastructure Investment and Coordination Unit with 
tracking grants and assisting State agencies in the award of grants, but it also requires the unit to develop a strategy, 
subject to budget committee approval, on how the funds will be allocated and how they can best be used to advance 
existing State priorities. The Chief Infrastructure Officer would also be required to create an online dashboard to 
provide the public with an overview of the infrastructure grants and subsequent projects funded in part or entirely 
under the act. 
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) contends that it is often challenging to identify where federal grant funds 
are being spent. The budget often cites federal funds as a funding component of a project, but doesn’t list from what 
grant the funds originated. Requiring the Governor’s Grant Office and the newly created Federal Infrastructure 
Investment and Coordination Unit to track and monitor such spending is an important step to address transparency in 
government. 
 
For these reasons, the Greater Baltimore Committee urges a favorable report on Senate Bill 755.  
 
The Greater Baltimore Committee (GBC) is a non-partisan, independent, regional business advocacy organization 
comprised of hundreds of businesses -- large, medium and small -- educational institutions, nonprofit organizations 
and foundations located in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford, and Howard counties as well as Baltimore 
City. The GBC is a 67-year-old, private-sector membership organization with a rich legacy of working with 
government to find solutions to problems that negatively affect our competitiveness and viability. 
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Senate Bill 755 
 
Date:  March 9, 2022 
Committee: Senate Budget and Taxation Committee 
Bill Title: Infrastructure Grants – Federal Infrastructure Investment and Coordination Unit - 

Established 
Re:  Letter of Information 

 
The Governor’s Grants Office (GCO) respectfully submits this letter of information for Senate 
Bill 755 (HB 1425). This legislation establishes the Federal Infrastructure Investment and 
Coordination Unit in the Governor's Grants Office (GGO) for the purpose of tracking federal 
infrastructure grants and assisting state agencies in the award of the grants under the federal 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021. 
 
In November 2021, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act also known as the Bi-Partisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL) was signed into law by President Biden. The newly signed law 
provides $1.2 trillion over five federal fiscal years to states across the country through formula 
funded grants and discretionary (competitive) grants. Although the new law contains 375 unique 
programs, many of the programs within the new law have existed before the passage of the BIL, 
with only approximately 125 programs (~25%) considered ‘new programs.’ As a result, many of 
the programs within the BIL have previously been administered through various Maryland State 
Agencies, providing a groundwork for the management of BIL funds. 
 
In January 2022, to coordinate the efforts of the various state agencies with oversight of the BIL 
funding, Governor Hogan signed Executive Order 01.01.2022.01 establishing the Governor’s 
Subcabinet on Infrastructure. The Governor’s Subcabinet on Infrastructure provides a strong 
framework for state agency collaboration to ensure maximum impact of BIL funds, while 
leveraging the well-established programs that currently exist within state agencies. In addition to 
appointing an infrastructure director to centralize and coordinate BIL related efforts, Executive 
Order 01.01.2022.01 brings together various stakeholders such as:  

● The Secretary of the Department of Budget and Management; 



● The Secretary of the Department of Transportation; 
● The Secretary of the Department of Commerce; 
● The Secretary of the Department of Housing and Community Development; 
● The Secretary of the Department of the Environment;  
● The Secretary of the Department of Information Technology; 
● The Director of the Maryland Energy Administration; 
● The Director of the Maryland Environmental Service; and, 
● The Governor’s federal and intergovernmental affairs offices. 

 
Therefore, the functions and duties outlined for the GGO in SB 755 are duplicative of those 
currently performed by the Subcabinet on Infrastructure. 
 
Additionally, with the streamlined, efficient, and effective process provided through the 
establishment of the Subcabinet, the GGO has continued to focus its efforts on continuing to 
develop resources and tools to maximize availability and accessibility of funding beyond the 
BIL. Over the last three years, the GGO has spearheaded a $27M Major IT Development Project 
to establish and implement the Enterprise Grants Management System (EGMS), which will 
provide full life-cycle management of Grants across 25 Cabinet level agencies. Although EGMS, 
once implemented, would provide a valuable tool for agencies in administration of certain BIL 
grants - a large portion of BIL related funding is tailored to be administered directly by an 
agency, and would not be within the capacity of a grants management system or the Governor’s 
Grants Office. 
 
Until the completion of the current EGMS, GGO does not have a grant tracking mechanism in 
place and does not currently have the resources to leverage for successful application, tracking, 
and management of these federal funds. 
 
The Governor’s Grants Office appreciates the opportunity to provide the aforementioned 
information to the committee for consideration during your deliberations.  
 
  
 


