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TO: Budget and Taxation Committee

FROM: Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor, City of Cumberland
RE: Testimony for SB967

DATE: March 15, 2022

Dear Members of the Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am the Mayor of the City of Cumberland (the “City”). Please accept this
letter as my written testimony on the City’s behalf in support of the above-
referenced bill.

The City of Cumberland, known as the “City of Steeples” and the “Queen
City” was once the second-largest city in Maryland. Over the past several decades,
some larger-scale employers have closed their businesses or left the area. Many
of the properties which were at one point in time built to accommodate the City’s
growing workforce in its heyday are no longer needed due to the decline in the
City’s population, thereby creating and exacerbating blight.
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also advised that there were a significant number of additional buildings that were
on their way to becoming blighted.
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Incomplete tax sale foreclosures add to the City’s blight problems. SB967 addresses those
instances where tax sale foreclosure plaintiffs do not take title and assume the responsibilities of
ownership. These properties are most often vacant, essentially ownerless, with no one tending to
their upkeep. Nuisance and property maintenance issues typically arise or become exacerbated.
On account of the foregoing, the City refers to these properties as “zombie properties” or properties
with “zombie titles.”

In movies and books, the longer a zombie remains above ground, the more tattered it
becomes. Similarly, the longer a property has a zombie title, the more apt it is to become blighted
or its blighted condition is likely to worsen.

The City has made a concerted effort to fight blight. Although not a panacea, if passed,
SB967 will add a powerful tool to its blight-fighting toolbox.

I thank you for your consideration.

Res ctfully submitted,

Ray ond M. Morriss, Mayor,
City of Cumberland




