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The Maryland Judiciary opposes House Bill 533, as drafted in its application to the State
Board of Law Examiners (SBLE).

The Judiciary has no position on the intent of the legislation nor is the thrust of the bill a
concern for SBLE as the rules of the Court of Appeals do not require citizenship for bar
applicants. However, it is unclear whether "professional requirements for licensure™ on
page 2, line 4 includes character & fitness review, and not just meeting education,
training, and other administrative requirements. The Judiciary would request that this
language be clarified. "Professional requirements™ should include character & fitness and
all other aspects of the bar application process if the bill is meant to apply to SBLE.
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