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          January 21, 2022 
Economic Matters Committee 
General Assembly of Maryland 
90 State Circle 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
In support with amendments, and include the bill number: HB257. 
 
Dear Members of the Economic Matter Committee, 
 
Kids are being killed by residential elevators and our 
state is doing nothing to prevent it.  Currently there is 
no inspections or any type of oversight for the 
installation of residential elevators.  Residential 
elevator companies install the elevator as a 
subcontractor, and they have no support to make sure 
the installation meets the ANSI A17.1 elevator code.  
The big issue is the elevator contractor does not 
normally supply the hoistway doors, because they 
typically match the other doors in the house.  The doors 
typically do not meet the current code requirement.  
 

 
I recently was selected to be an expert witness for a case in North Carolina and I saw firsthand how easily 
this loss of life could have been prevented.  Just like Maryland, North Carolina does not any type of 
residential elevator inspections.  The maximum clearance allowed between the accordion gate and the 
hoistway door is 5”.  This elevator in North Carolina was installed in 2003. It was installed with a 
clearance that measured more than 8”.  This child was seven years old. The elevator moved in the up 
direction with the young boy hiding in the elevator threshold. His father acted heroically and tried to free 
his child, but to no avail.    The lifeless body of his child was dropped into his arms as the fire fighters 
were able to lower the elevator down. The manufacturer provided a statement below prior to our site 
investigation.  We are better than this.   
 
 
Several house bills have been submitted to prevent these types of accidents, but our 
legislatures have done nothing.   
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SENATE BILL 546 would require all new installations per tested and another inspection would be 
required when the house was sold or transferred to a new owner.  This will help but I think all existing 
elevators should be inspected to prevent serious injury or loss of life. 
 
During the site inspection, I met with Eric Toussaint, Product Safety Investigator, with the US consumer 
Product Safety Commission. They have recently announced a public service announcement on residential 
elevator safety for a simple guide to identifying dangerous elevators.  Release Number 11-050. 
 
I am in favor of the House Bill 257 with the following amendments: 

- Make sure the gap between the doors is no more than code requirements.  Have a qualified 
elevator inspector examine the residential elevator for this dangerous gap and other potential 
safety hazards. 

- Remove the exemption for units installed prior to January 1, 2023, and have any dangerous 
gap made safer by placing space guards on the hoistway door or installing an electronic 
monitoring device that deactivates the elevator when a child is detected in the gap. 

- Provide a requirement for all residential units to be registered with the State of Maryland 
DLLR. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Timothy A. Marshall 
Arundel Elevator Consulting 
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Additional resources: 
The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) estimates that over a 2-year period, some 1 ,600 
people were hurt on home elevators, which typically don’t have the same safety features as commercial 
elevators.  Most of the deaths and serious injuries occur when children get trapped in the gap between the 
elevators’ exterior and interior doors. (Courtesy of Microsoft Bing) 
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