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March 31, 2022
To: The Honorable Paul G. Pinsky, Chair, Senate Education, Health & Environmental Affairs
Committee
Re: Letter of Support- House Bill 179 - Counties and State Legislative Districts - Food
Environment Reports
Dear Chair Pinsky:
On behalf of the Maryland Hospital Association’s (MHA) 60 member hospitals and health
systems, we appreciate the opportunity to comment in support of House Bill 179.
Access to nutritious food is essential to achieve optimal health and ensure health equity for all
Marylanders. HB 179 will create a workgroup to identify a cost-effective way to produce food
environment reports for jurisdictions around the state. These reports will improve our
understanding and awareness of food security across the state, supporting efforts to advance
population health and health equity initiatives in Maryland.
Almost one in three Marylanders are food insecure and the COVID-19 pandemic dramatically
increased food insecurity statewide.¹ Widespread job losses, financial hardships, and school
closures contributed to a surge of Marylanders seeking food assistance. From March to
December 2020, 12.2% of the state’s households received assistance—with every county
impacted.2 The Maryland Food Bank served 43 million meals between March and December—
an 89% increase from the same period in 2019.³ Black and Hispanic families were twice as likely
as white families to be food insecure.⁴ Combating food insecurity is crucial to achieve racial
equity in social determinants of health.
Food insecurity prevents people from consuming a balanced diet and harms overall health.
Unhealthy diets contribute to chronic diseases like diabetes and malnutrition if a person’s healthy
food intake is insufficient. Malnutrition can lead to diseases like hypertension and behavioral
health issues like depression or anxiety.5 For children, food insecurity may cause developmental
problems. Gathering data and identifying areas as food insecurity zones will allow us to better
meet the needs of individual communities and promote the health of all Marylanders.
For these reasons, we urge a favorable report on HB 179.
For more information, please contact:
Brian Sims, Director, Quality & Health Improvement
Bsims@mhaonline.org
¹ Maryland Food System Resiliency Council (2021). “Interim Report to the Maryland General Assembly”
² Maryland Hunger Solutions. (2021). “2021 Maryland County Hunger Profiles.”
³ The Maryland Food Bank. (n.d.). “The Maryland Food Bank’s COVID-19 Response.”
⁴ Harvard School of Public Health. (2020). “Nearly four in 10 Black, Hispanic Families Facing Food Insecurity During Pandemic.”
5
American Hospital Association. (June, 2017). “Social Determinants of Health Series: Food Insecurity and the Role of Hospitals.”
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HB 179
March 31st, 2022
TO:

Members of the Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee

FROM:

Natasha Mehu, Director, Office of Government Relations

RE:

House Bill 179 – Workgroup on Food Environments

POSITION:

SUPPORT

Chair Pinsky, Vice Chair Kagan, and Members of the Committee, please be advised that the Baltimore City
Administration (BCA) supports House Bill (HB) 179.
HB 179 would establish a workgroup to determine and make recommendations regarding the most cost-effective method
for producing reports on food environments in each county and state legislative district. The impetus behind the desired
workgroup stems from the 2018 Food Environment Briefs, created for each legislative district by the Food Policy and
Planning Division of Baltimore City’s Department of Planning in partnership with the Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable
Future (CLF). The legislative briefs were part of the larger effort around Baltimore City’s Food Environment: 2018
Report.
Food Policy and Planning has collaborated with CLF since 2012 on food environment mapping. This mapping venture has
identified areas with concentrated barriers to accessing healthy food. These areas are now referred to as Healthy Food
Priority Areas in Baltimore, and colloquially known as “food deserts.” In 2018, Food Policy and Planning used the
information built into the Citywide map to create legislative district-level maps and briefs. These briefs: provide a
demographic breakdown of who lives in Healthy Food Priority Areas; detail the numbers and specifics of food retail, food
assistance, and urban agriculture sites; and identify challenges, and opportunities for each district throughout the
document.
The maps and briefs can be a starting place for conversations around the food environment and have helped policymakers
better understand the food systems in their districts. The suite of Food Environment Maps has helped to inform policy
such as the Baltimore City Grocery Store Personal Property Tax Credit, and other efforts like the targeted placement of
emergency food distribution sites during the Coronavirus pandemic.
This project is likely to be a major undertaking by the state, especially in considering the nuances between urban and rural
food environments, the extent of data collection, and the baseline knowledge of each geography needed to identify
challenges and opportunities. Therefore, it is important to study the methodology and resources necessary for the creation
of food environment reporting to ensure that the project is executed in the most efficient way possible. Food Policy and
Planning can provide guidance and lessons learned to the state agencies on methodology and processes to build from for
new food environment mapping efforts.
For these reasons, the BCA respectfully requests a favorable report on House Bill 179.
Annapolis – phone: 410.269.0207 • fax: 410.269.6785
Baltimore – phone: 410.396.3497 • fax: 410.396.5136
https://mogr.baltimorecity.gov/
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Committee:

Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee

Bill Number:

House Bill 179 – Food Insecurity Zones - State Legislative Districts – Reports

Hearing Date: March 31, 2022
Position:

Support

Moveable Feast supports House Bill 179 – Food Insecurity Zones – State Legislative Districts –
Reports. The bill requires the development of food insecurity zones every two years by the Department
of Housing and Community Development and the Department of Planning.
Moveable Feast provides medically tailored meals to individuals with life threatening illnesses,
including cancer and HIV. Many of our clients live in food deserts without access to fresh produce and
other healthy foods. Our services provide a lifeline for clients who need special diets to address their
clinical conditions.
To improve the overall health of Marylanders, our state needs to take a more planful approach
to addressing food insecurity, including the lack of consistent access to healthy food sources. With the
reports created under this legislation, each jurisdiction will be able to use the data to plan and
implement solutions to address food insecurity in their communities.
Under the bill, State agencies must consult with non-profits that focus on food insecurity issues.
Moveable Feast stands ready to support State agencies and other stakeholders in preparing and utilizing
the reports to improve the health of Marylanders.
Thank you for your consideration of our testimony, and we urge a favorable vote. If we can
provide any further information, please contact Robyn Elliott at relliott@policypartners.net or (443)
926-3443.
Moveable
Feast is a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization, contributions to which are tax-deductible. A copy of our current financial statement is available
upon request by contacting our accounting office. Documents and information submitted to the State of Maryland under the Maryland
Charitable Solicitations Act are available from the Office of the Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis, MD 21401 for the cost of copying and
postage.
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March 31, 2021
The Honorable Paul G. Pinsky
Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee
Maryland House of Delegates
91 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401-1904
House Bill 179 (Delegate Amprey)
Position: Favorable with Amendments

Dear Chairman Pinsky,
Fair Farms humbly asks for a favorable report with amendments for HB 179. When it comes to
the policy-making process, what does not get measured, does not get managed and is therefore
ignored. The COVID-19 Pandemic made it clear that communities in our state impacted by food
insecurity can no longer be ignored. These issues existed before the pandemic and will continue
if not identified and communicated to elected officials and administrators.
We believe that establishing a workgroup is an excellent method of studying food environments.
However, it is difficult to tell if the workgroup will be representative of underserved populations,
or people living in low-income census tracts or in food deserts. Many institutions, including
Johns Hopkins which is part of this workgroup, have already identified such areas in Maryland.
Fair Farms urges the committee to consider adding language that would reflect these suggestions.
We appreciate including representatives of grocery stores but adding representatives from
organizations that serve food insecure people may be valuable as well.
Thank you to Delegate Amprey, his staff, and the stakeholders involved in drafting this bill. Fair
Farms greatly appreciates your leadership. We look forward to future opportunities for
collaboration on these systemic issues.
Sincerely,
Humon Heidarian
humon@fairfarmsnow.org
Fair Farms Campaign Manager
Waterkeepers Chesapeake

