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Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) SUPPORTS HB 250 which establishes a grant program for counties and
individuals to support water quality testing of drinking water wells and a requirement to test wells when
property is sold to a new owner, or a new well is created. The bill also requires MDE to identify hot spots for
drinking water contamination, when 50% or more of wells in a particular area exceed any limits for safe
drinking water.

CBF understands that the required groundwater testing includes testing for nitrates as part of the potability
standard. Common sources of nitrate include excess application of manure and fertilizer to fields, as well as
septic system drainage. CBF has particular concern about contaminants in groundwater reaching surface
waters, especially if contaminants like nitrates are impairing surface waters. Groundwater has been found
to be a source of nitrates in the Bay.!

Nitrates are a form of nitrogen. Excess nitrogen pollution in the Bay feeds algal blooms that block sunlight
to underwater grasses and suck up life supporting oxygen when they die and decompose. These resulting
"dead zones" of low or no oxygen can stress and even kill fish and shellfish. Algal blooms can also trigger
spikes in pH levels, stressing fish, and create conditions that spur the growth of parasites.

With this bill’s requirement for all well data to be uploaded to a database available to the public in
summarized form for each county, CBF could access the data to inform environmental work, especially by
obtaining information on nitrates in groundwater within zip codes with close proximity to tidal waters.

CBF urges the Committee’s FAVORABLE report on HB 250. For more information, please contact Robin
Clark, Maryland Staff Attorney at rclark@cbf.org and 443.995.8753.
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The Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) is a non-profit environmental education and advocacy organization dedicated to the restoration and protection of the Chesapeake Bay. With
over 300,000 members and e-subscribers, including over 109,000 in Maryland alone, CBF works to educate the public and to protect the interest of the Chesapeake and its resources.
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