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RH: 68PPOR7 6B 0711 ± HHDOWK OFFXSDWLRQV ± LLFHQVHG AWKOHWLF TUDLQHUV ± DU\ NHHGOLQJ 
RHJLVWUDWLRQ 
  
DHDU CKDLU PLQVN\: 
  
M\ QDPH LV WHV RRELQVRQ DQG I DP MRLQLQJ RWKHUV IURP DFURVV WKH QDWLRQ LQ VXSSRUW RI WKH 
MDU\ODQG AWKOHWLF TUDLQHUV¶ AVVRFLDWLRQ¶V HIIRUWV WR H[SDQG DU\ NHHGOLQJ WR LLFHQVHG AWKOHWLF 
TUDLQHUV LQ WKH VWDWH RI MDU\ODQG.   
 
AV D GXDO FUHGHQWLDOHG PK\VLFDO TKHUDSLVW DQG AWKOHWLF TUDLQHU IRU RYHU 20 \HDUV, I FDQ FOHDUO\ 
VSHDN WR WKH OLQN EHWZHHQ WKHVH WZR KHDOWK RFFXSDWLRQV.  WKLOH WKHUH DUH VLJQLILFDQW GLIIHUHQFHV, 
WKHUH DUH PDQ\ RYHUODSV.  TKLV FDQ EH DWWHVWHG WR E\ WKH FRRSHUDWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH WZR JRYHUQLQJ 
ERGLHV ± TKH NDWLRQDO AWKOHWLF TUDLQHUV¶ AVVRFLDWLRQ DQG TKH APHULFDQ PK\VLFDO TKHUDS\ 
AVVRFLDWLRQ.  EDFK QRZ ZRUNLQJ DFWLYHO\ WRJHWKHU WR SURYLGH IRU EHWWHU SDWLHQW RXWFRPHV IRU 
SDWLHQWV RI DOO DJHV DQG EDFNJURXQGV.  AV WKHVH WZR SURIHVVLRQV FRQWLQXHG WR SDYH WKH ZD\ IRU 
FROODERUDWLRQ, WKH MATA ZRXOG KRSH WKH VWDWH RI MDU\ODQG ZRXOG IROORZ VXLW DQG DOORZ AWKOHWLF 
TUDLQHUV WR SHUIRUP DU\ NHHGOLQJ.   
 
TKLV PRYH ZRXOG EH FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK PDQ\ RWKHU VWDWHV DQG IROORZ LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK WKH WUDLQLQJ 
VWDQGDUGV VHW IRUWK E\ VHYHUDO HGXFDWLRQDO RXWOHWV WKDW WUDLQ KHDOWK FDUH SURIHVVLRQDOV LQ WKH 
PRGDOLW\ RI DU\ NHHGOLQJ.  OQH PXVW DVN, ZK\ ZRXOG D EXVLQHVV ULVN HGXFDWLQJ DQ LQGLYLGXDO LQ 
DQ LQYDVLYH WHFKQLTXH LI WKDW LQGLYLGXDO ZDV QRW H[TXLVLWHO\ TXDOLILHG WR SHUIRUP WKH WDVN?  DRLQJ 
VR ZRXOG EH D SHULORXV PRYH IRU WKHVH FRUSRUDWLRQV.  YHW ZH VHH WKDW HYHU\ GD\, WKURXJKRXW WKH 
UQLWHG SWDWHV, JURXSV RIIHULQJ WKH VDPH DU\ NHHGOLQJ FHUWLILFDWLRQ DQG HGXFDWLRQ WR AWKOHWLF 
TUDLQHUV DQG PK\VLFDO TKHUDSLVW DOLNH.   
 
AWKOHWLF TUDLQHUV KDYH D ZLGH VNLOO VHW DQG DUH FOHDUO\ HGXFDWHG WR D OHYHO WR SHUIRUP WKLV WDVN.  
CHUWDLQO\, WKHUH ZLOO EH GLVFXVVLRQ DERXW WKH QHHG IRU DRFWRUDO OHYHO HGXFDWLRQ DV D SUHUHTXLVLWH 
IRU DU\ NHHGOLQJ, DV PDQ\ PK\VLFDO TKHUDS\ PURJUDPV QRZ RIIHU D DPT GHJUHH.  TKLV LV D IDOVH 
QDUUDWLYH H[FXVH DV WKHUH DUH PDQ\ PK\VLFDO TKHUDSLVW WKDW GR QRW KROG D GRFWRUDWH GHJUHH 
WKURXJKRXW WKH US DQG MDU\ODQG.  TKHVH PK\VLFDO TKHUDSLVW QRW RQO\ VDIHO\ SUDFWLFH EXW SHUIRUP 
DU\ NHHGOLQJ ZLWKRXW D GRFWRUDWH GHJUHH.  TKH ZULWHU RI WKLV OHWWHU LV DPRQJ WKHP.  HDYLQJ 
WZHQW\ \HDUV RI H[SHULHQFH PHDQV I JUDGXDWHG ZHOO EHIRUH GRFWRUDWH GHJUHHV LQ PT ZHUH 
FRPPRQ SODFH.  YHW I FRPSOHWHG P\ SRVW JUDGXDWH WUDLQLQJ LQ DU\ NHHGOLQJ DQG VDIHO\ DQG 
HIIHFWLYHO\ SHUIRUP WKLV PRGDOLW\ RQ P\ SDWLHQWV.  I GR WKLV XQGHU P\ SK\VLFDO WKHUDS\ OLFHQVH, DV 
I FDQQRW FXUUHQWO\ XQGHU P\ DWKOHWLF WUDLQLQJ OLFHQVH.    SDGO\, PDQ\ RI P\ FRQVWLWXHQWV DUH QRW 
GXDO FUHGHQWLDOHG DQG WKHUHIRUH WKHLU SDWLHQW SRSXODWLRQ LV PLVVLQJ RXW RQ WKLV HIIHFWLYH PRGDOLW\. 
TR EH FOHDU, WKHUH LV QR GRFWRUDO GHJUHH UHTXLUHPHQW WR SHUIRUP DU\ NHHGOLQJ E\ DQ\ SURIHVVLRQ, 
LQ DQ\ VWDWH RU E\ DQ\ FHUWLILFDWLRQ FRXUVH. 



 
 
 
 
IQ 2010 WKH SK\VLFDO WKHUDSLVWV ZHUH RQ WKH RWKHU VLGH RI WKLV ILJKW, ZRUNLQJ DJDLQVW WKH 
DFXSXQFWXULVW WR DOORZ IRU WKHLU DELOLW\ WR SHUIRUP GU\ QHHGOLQJ.  I VLWH WKH GHFLVLRQ IURP WKH 
OIILFLDOO\ PXEOLVKHG OSLQLRQ RI AWWRUQH\ GHQHUDO DRXJ GDQVOHU DV LW LV UHOHYDQW WR RXU FXUUHQW 
GLVFXVVLRQ: 
 
“It is frequently the case that the scopes of practice of two occupations overlap.  There Is nothing 
intrinsically amiss about legislative authorization for two separate health occupations to perform some 
of the same acts.͟ 

“Depending on the statutory scheme, the same activities could fall within the scope of practice of two 
separate health occupations.͟ 

“The licensing statutes presume that there are areas of overlap among the scopes of practice of various 
health care professions.͟ 

“In providing for overlapping scopes of practice for various health care professions, the General 
Assembly has fostered consumer choice in the selection of treatment and practitioner.͟ 

DU\ NHHGOLQJ LV D WRRO RU PRGDOLW\ XVHG E\ OLFHQVHG KHDOWK FDUH SURYLGHUV.  IW LV DQ DGYDQFHG 
WHFKQLTXH WKDW UHTXLUHV DGGLWLRQDO WUDLQLQJ.  TKDW WUDLQLQJ LV UHTXLUHG E\ WKLV SURSRVHG OHJLVODWLRQ 
DQG VKRXOG QRW EH UHVWULFWHG WR RQO\ FHUWDLQ KHDOWK FDUH SUDFWLWLRQHUV.  IW VKRXOG EH OLPLWHG WR 
WKRVH WKDW REWDLQ WKDW FHUWLILFDWLRQ DQG WKHUH LV QR MXVWLILFDWLRQ WR OLPLW WKLV PRGDOLW\ IURP AWKOHWLF 
TUDLQHUV DQG WKHLU SDWLHQWV.  I XUJH \RX WR VXSSRUW SB 0711 VR ZH FDQ LQFUHDVH WKH SDWLHQW 
SRSXODWLRQ LQ MDU\ODQG WKDW FDQ UHFHLYH WKLV VDIH DQG HIIHFWLYH PRGDOLW\. 
 
TKDQN \RX IRU \RXU WLPH. 
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