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THE MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES

AnNapPoLIs, MARYLAND 21401
MONTGOMERY COUNTY DELEGATION

February 1, 2022

The Honorable Kumar Barve

Chair, House Environment & Transportation Committee
6 Bladen Street, Room 251

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

RE: MC 25-22 Montgomery County — Deer Hunting - Sundays (HB485)

Dear Chair Barve:

ANNE R. KAISER
ARIANA KELLY
LESLEY J. LOPEZ
SARA N. LOVE
ERIC LUEDTKE
DAVID MOON
JULIE PALAKOVICH CARR
LILY QI
PAMELA E. QUEEN
KIRILL REZNIK
EMILY SHETTY
JARED SOLOMON
VAUGHN STEWART
JHEANELLE WILKINS

The Montgomery County House Delegation has voted Favorable on HB 485 (MC 25-
22) Montgomery County — Deer Hunting — Sundays. The vote in the Montgomery County House
Delegation was 21-2. The Delegation voting list is attached.

We request that your committee return a Favorable report on HB 485. We thank you for
your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Marc Korman, Chair

Montgomery County House Delegation

The Maryland House of Delegates - 6 Bladen Street, Room 219 - Annapolis, Maryland 21401 - 301-858-3010 - 410-841-3010 * 800-492-7122 Exf. 3010



MONTGOMERY COUNTY HOUSE DELEGATION
VOTING LIST - 2022 Session

DATE: \anuary 48,3032

<

BILL NUMBER/TITLE: M( 25-23 Monkgomndoy ("é;-\oé\k«,f, ~Tee ’%unin‘.«.,:\)\

Sandays
REQUESTED BY: Dleaate (meer— Hid‘{\qa ‘

W) -
MOTION: E\favora‘i)le [ favorable as amended 0 unfavorable 0 hold/special order
‘Move _ D2\ Jev€

Second Dt A dtha

Amendments
 Other:
YEA NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT
Del. Korman, CHAIR \/
Del. Acevero \//
Del. Barve x//
Del. Carr /
Del. Charkoudian "
Del. Crutchfield v
Del. Cullison V,»'
Del. Foley J
Del. Fraser-Hidalgo y
Del. Gilchrist J’/
Del. Kaiser v/‘
Del. Kelly \//
Del. Lopez \/
Del. Love V/‘f
Del. Luedtke ,/
Del. Moon \/'!
Del. Palakovich Carr vf'
Del. Qi /
Del. Queen v/
Del. Reznik . J
Del. Shetty J
Del. Solomon J
Del. Stewart j
Del. Wilkins J
FINAL DISPOSITION: fpwe e A\-] @ FWA  UNF LIMBO HOLD §/O

ABSENT = absent for vote, see attendance sheet for attendance
Total Votes = 24; Majority= 13; 2/3 Vote=16



HB485 Sponsor Testimony.pdf
Uploaded by: David Fraser-Hidalgo
Position: FAV



Davip Fraser-HipaLco & The Maryland House of [ \lugAllc\
Legislative District 15 6 Bladen Street, Room 223

Montgomery County 3 Annapolis, Maryland 21401
£ ) ) « { y
410-841-3186 - 301-858-3186
- s ; " s \ 'ﬂl.J! Fig 800-492-7122 Ext. 3186
Pl]\|l()|]|1]kl‘[ .lllti ILIH\P\H’IJ“(\” Committee - ]l"ﬂr X e ; . ~
L) ({3 | David.Fraser. Hidalgo@house.state.md.us
Sl
Chair § ) ¥
.\I('l(‘f \‘k‘hi\]f .IHLI >[—I':111\P|>II.I(iHH

Subcommittee
THE MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 2140TI

Testimony in Support of HB485
Montgomery County-Deer Hunting-Sundays
February 25, 2022- The Environment and Transportation Committee

The explosion of the deer population in Montgomery County has continued
to cause many problems for residents, including an increase in car accidents and
agricultural damage. State Farm estimates that there were an average of 31,500
deer-vehicle collisions in Maryland during each of the last five past years.’

A 2014 Deer Damage Survey conducted by Montgomery County Parks
found that of the 19,197 acres of agricultural land in the County, overall loss from
deer amounted to 16%." Deer can consume six-to-eight pounds of plants per day,
which negatively impacts native vegetation, agricultural crop yields, and wildlife.

HB485 is a reintroduction of the Montgomery County Sunday Hunting bill
passed in 2017" to remove the sunset that would go into effect this year. This bill
authorizes the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to allow a person to hunt
deer on Sunday in Montgomery County throughout the deer hunting season on
private property.

According to DNR, regulated hunting is the most cost-effective deer
population control mechanism available throughout the State, and Sunday hunting
has positively contributed to managing the white-tailed deer population where it is
now permitted.

Last year, more than 8% of the deer harvest in the County occurred on
Sunday. This is important because the majority of Sunday hunting days are open to
archery deer hunters, and archery harvests represent the majority of the deer taken
in Montgomery County."

| encourage a favorable vote on this bill, which passed in 2017, to ensure
that the deer population in our County continues to be managed through controlled
hunting methods.



MD-Annual-Deer-Report-2019-2020.pdf (maryland.gov)

Recommendations for FY 2020 (montgomeryparks.orq)
Legislation - HB0310 (maryland.gov)
According to DNR



https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Documents/MD-Annual-Deer-Report-2019-2020.pdf
https://montgomeryparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Deer-report-FY-2019.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0310/?ys=2017rs

testimony - Moco Sunday hunting 2022.pages.pdf
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MARYLAND HORSE COUNCIL
PO BOX 606
LISBON, MD 21765

Testimony of the Maryland Horse Council on
HB 485 - Montgomery County - Deer Hunting - Sundays MC 25-22
Favorable

Hearing before the House Environment and Transportation Committee,
February 25, 2022

The Maryland Horse Council (MHC) is a membership-based, umbrella trade
association of the entire horse industry in Maryland. Our membership
includes horse farms and stables, horse-related businesses, and horse
owners, representing all facets of the Maryland equestrian community, from
the owners of race horses to the owners of trail horses or just beloved retired
companion horses. As such, we represent over 30,000 Marylanders.

As the Committee is likely aware, MHC has opposed Sunday hunting for
many years. Nevertheless, in the spirit of compromise, MHC introduced a bill
in 2016 (SB 1061), that would have allowed Sunday hunting on all Sunday
mornings in the firearms season until 10:30 am, statewide. That bill did not
pass. Nevertheless, in the interest of putting this issue to rest in Montgomery
County, the Maryland Horse Council supported HB 310 in 2017, which
established the “hunting until 10:30 am on Sundays” rule in Montgomery
County. We also supported similar bills for Kent and Wicomico, which
passed and are in effect.

We believe the “10:30 am rule” is working well in Montgomery, and as this

bill is a technical correction that does not increase Sunday hunting, we
support its passage.

Respectfully submitted,

The Maryland Horse Council
844-634-6773
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SECULAR
Maryland -

Secular Maryland secularmaryland@tutanota.com

February 25, 2022

HBO0485 - SUPPORT

Montgomery County - Deer Hunting - Sundays MC 25-22

Dear Chair Barve, Vice-Chair Stein, and Members of the Environment and Transportation
Committee,

Maryland bans, or otherwise limits, the sale of automobiles and other vehicles
(Business Regulation Code Ann. §18-101), and the sale of alcohol (Alcoholic
Beverages Code Ann. §11-102), on Sundays. Financial institutions must be closed on
Sunday (Financial Institutions Code Ann. §5-704). Maryland is one of eleven states
where hunting is still banned or otherwise restricted on Sunday (Natural Resources
Code Ann. §10-410). Counties (and Baltimore) have requested, and usually obtained, a
variety of exemptions from some of these Sunday activity restrictions from the General
Assembly. Secular Maryland supports these requests to reduce or eliminate Sunday
activity restrictions. We disagree with the state level Sunday activity restrictions.

Sunday is a special day of the week for many Christians. For other citizens the day of
rest and worship may be Friday or Saturday, and for some citizens there is no god to
worship or no fixed day of rest each week. Maryland law can be, and should be, more
accommodating to this diversity of belief among its citizens. Legally banning business
and leisure activity on Sundays favors a majority religious practice. Favoring a majority
religious practice is not a proper goal of the laws. To the fullest extent feasible, our
laws should accommodate minority religious practices along with non-religious and
anti-religion beliefs.

The decisions regarding which day to hunt, to buy or sell alcohol, to buy or sell vehicles,
to initiate and process financial transactions, etc., are best left to the citizens. State
lawmakers can require one day off every week without specifying a particular day of the
week by delegating that decision to the affected businesses. Hunting restrictions to
accommodate horseback riding, hiking, and the like during the hunting season can be
defined for particular hours throughout the week or rotated to different days for each
week of the month instead of being on every Sunday.

Respectfully,



Mathew Goldstein
3838 Early Glow Ln
Bowie, MD
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¥ MARYLAND
Ve /J, DEPARTMENT OF

e NLATURAL RESOURCES

Larry Hogan, Governor

Boyd K. Rutherford, Lt. Governor
Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio, Secretary
Allan Fisher, Deputy Secretary

Bill Number: House Bill 485
Short Title: Montgomery County - Deer Hunting - Sundays

Department’s Position: Letter of Information

Explanation of Department’s Position

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR or the Department) provides this letter of
information on HB 485, which would increase hunting recreation in Montgomery County.
Increased game mammal and game bird hunting opportunities assist with population
management and will result in additional revenue for those industries and groups that support
hunting.

Hunting remains the most effective method for controlling and managing the deer population
throughout Maryland. The Department advises that Sunday hunting has contributed positively to
managing the state’s white-tailed deer population in the 20 counties where it is now permitted.
Sunday hunting can be especially important if the weather causes unfavorable hunting conditions
on the Saturday of the same weekend. Likewise, many hunters only have time to hunt on
weekends, so allowing Sunday hunting essentially doubles their opportunity to pursue deer.

On Sundays during the 2020-2021 deer seasons in Montgomery County, 299 deer were
harvested. DNR estimates another 15-20% would be harvested on the additional Sundays in
Montgomery County depending on how the Sundays were allocated for the three weapon
seasons in the county.

For additional information, please feel free to contact our Legislative and Constituent Services
Director, Bunky Luffman.

Contact: Bunky Luffman, Director, Legislative and Constituent Services
Bunky.luffmani@maryland.gov ¢ 410-689-9165



