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Explanation of Department’s Position

This bill proposes amendments to Natural Resource Article10-608, which would require that the
offshore blind site licensing process be held on an in-person, first-come first-served basis. In
order to facilitate the requirements of the bill, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) would need to hold a one-day licensing event in each participating county on a different
day.

Instituting this process would create numerous operational difficulties and also raises
concerns regarding fairness. For example a first-come, first-served model may benefit only
hunters that live close to the licensing locations and/or have the ability to take time off of work to
attend on a certain day. Maryland hunters expect a fair and orderly process for establishing each
participant’s place in line. Additionally, counties that host a licensing day first will be able to
monopolize the selection of offshore blind sites on rivers that may transcend multiple counties.
This is especially true given the distance rules associated with blind site licensing (e.g., all blind
sites must be at least 250 yards apart).

DNR currently offers an adequate virtual option with greater accessibility and convenience for
use by all Maryland hunters.

For any additional information, please feel free to contact our Legislative and Constituent
Services Director, Bunky Luffman.
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