
 
 

 
 
 
 
TO: The Honorable Kumar P. Barve, Chair 
 The Honorable C.T. Wilson, Chair 
 Members, House Environment and Transportation Committee 
 Members, House Economic Matters Committee 
 The Honorable Paul G. Pinsky 
  
FROM: J. Steven Wise 
 Pamela Metz Kasemeyer 
 Danna L. Kauffman 
 Christine K. Krone 

 
DATE: March 23, 2022 

 
RE: SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENT – Senate Bill 528 – Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022 
 
 

The Maryland Tech Council (MTC) is a collaborative community, actively engaged in building 
stronger life science and technology companies by supporting the efforts of our individual members who 
are saving and improving lives through innovation. We support our member companies who are driving 
innovation through advocacy, education, workforce development, cost savings programs, and connecting 
entrepreneurial minds. The valuable resources we provide to our members help them reach their full 
potential making Maryland a global leader in the life sciences and technology industries. On behalf of 
MTC, we submit this letter of support with amendment for Senate Bill 528. 
 
 Many of MTC’s members are leaders in life science and technology not just through what they produce, 
but how they produce it. Their Maryland facilities already strive for what Senate Bill 528 seeks to achieve – 
lower and eventually net-zero greenhouse gas emissions. This is visible in net-zero buildings that return energy 
to the grid, the use of renewable energy, and other efforts all aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
These steps have been taken voluntarily, even with the higher costs involved, because it is the right thing to 
do. Our members have proven to be leaders in this area and will continue to be. 
 
 Despite the commitment of MTC members to address climate change, the objectives of Senate Bill 
528 require a balance between meeting the critical lifesaving needs of today and the goal of achieving 
those needs without harming the environment. The goal of building electrification must, for the near 
future, acknowledge certain real-world limitations. For example, our members that produce life-saving 
medicines must use facilities that have continuous and redundant sources of power to ensure adequate 
supplies of their products are available. Similarly, the laboratories and research facilities associated with 
vital clinical research also require these power sources. While electricity may be the primary source of 
power for these companies, it cannot be the only source. They depend on natural gas or diesel engine 
generators to ensure uninterrupted power supply. If they were dependent solely on the electrical grid, 
failures would cause product loss, disrupt the delivery of services on which patients depend, and 
negatively impact clinical research and product development of life saving therapies. 
 

Non-fossil fuel back up power solutions to meet this need are not currently viable. Batteries the 
size of shipping containers are available, but only provide about 4 hours of power. The size and number 



of batteries necessary to produce any sustained amount of backup power requires plots of land that may 
exceed the size of the building they serve. Other issues arise, such as setback limitations since some must 
be located more than 100 feet from buildings. Cost is also an undeniable factor. 
   
  The conversion from fossil-fuels to electrification will also take time. Removing natural gas and 
other fossil fuels as sources of power places a greater burden upon all facets of the electric infrastructure, 
from generation to distribution, down to feeders and transformers, as well as wiring within buildings. 
Through retrofits and infrastructure investment, electrification may be achievable one day. However, we 
ask that the General Assembly balance this goal with present-day needs. Some industries, even with their 
best efforts already underway to move on from fossil fuels, still need to rely on them in the near term as a 
reliable source of power for making the products that so many people rely upon daily and to advance 
essential clinical research to address life-threatening diseases and conditions. 
 
  To this end, we have prepared and submitted amendments that specifically identify “life sciences,” 
an already-defined term under Maryland law, as an industry that may need to seek certain exceptions to 
the requirements of Senate Bill 528 for the reasons set forth above. 
 
  MTC appreciates your consideration of our comments and asks that you adopt the aforementioned 
amendments. 
 
 
 
For more information call: 
J. Steven Wise 
Pamela Metz Kasemeyer 
Danna L. Kauffman 
Christine K. Krone 
410-244-7000 
 
 




























