
716 Giddings Avenue, Suite 42 
Annapolis, MD 21401  
 
www.chesapeakeconservancy.org 443.321.3610 

HONORARY DIRECTORS 
Gilbert M. Grosvenor 
National Geographic Society 

EMERITUS DIRECTORS 

Patrick F. Noonan 
The Conservation Fund 

Charles A. Stek 
Environmental Stewardship Strategies 

Saving the Chesapeake’s Great Rivers and Special Places 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Maite Arce 
Hispanic Access Foundation 

Richard Batiuk  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Ret. 

Mark Belton | Vice Chair 
Former Maryland Secretary of Natural Resources 

Thad Bench 
Benchworks 

Michael Brubaker 
Principled Strategies, LLC 

Marc Bunting | Secretary 
Alpine Food Service Solutions 

Leslie Delagran | Treasurer 
World Wildlife Fund 

Joel E. Dunn | President & CEO 
Chesapeake Conservancy 

Matthew Earl 
The MHE Foundation 

Colin Harrington 
Zephyr Energy, plc 

Randall W. Larrimore | Chair 
Ret. CEO of 2 Fortune 500 Companies 

Pamela D. Marks 
Beveridge & Diamond, PC 

Stephanie Meeks 
Student Conservation Association 

John G. Neely 
Neely • German Financial 

Mamie A. Parker, PhD 
US Fish & Wildlife Service, Ret. 

John Reynolds 
National Park Service, Ret. 

G. Anne Richardson, Chief 
Rappahannock Tribe 

Jeffrey Sabot, CPA 
Cherry Bekaert 

Nancy B. Walters, PhD 
Higher Education Administrator/Biologist, Ret. 

Molly Ward 
Former Virginia Secretary of Natural 

Resources 

Beattra Wilson 

IDEATION308 

 
 

February 25, 2022 

 

The Honorable Kumar Barve         The Honorable Dana Stein 

Chair, Environment and Transportation    Vice Chair, Environment and Transportation 

Maryland House of Delegates         Maryland House of Delegates 

251 Taylor House Office Building        251 Taylor House Office Building 

6 Bladen Street          6 Bladen Street 

Annapolis, MD 21401         Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Chair Barve, Vice Chair Stein and members of the Environment and 

Transportation Committee,  

 

On behalf of Chesapeake Conservancy, I write to urge your support for HB 884, a bill 

that would establish protections for old-growth forests located on state conservation 

lands such as parks, wildlife management areas and Rural Legacy Areas.  

 

Old-growth forests are incredibly rare and unique, encompassing .01% of forestland in 

Maryland. These forests are described as “old-growth” because they have avoided a 

major disturbance event like logging and contain a significant number of trees that well 

exceed the normal lifespan of a given tree species. These forests are also incredibly 

important from an ecological standpoint. Old-growth forests store more carbon and 

nitrogen than other forests. They provide exceptional habitat for birds and wildlife.  

 

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources completed an inventory of old-growth 

forests on state lands in 2007, identifying about 2,300 acres on 40 separate forested 

tracts of land. Despite other existing designations such as “wildlands” areas, a portion of 

Maryland’s old-growth forests found on state land remain unprotected. HB 884 would 

address this gap in protection and would protect Maryland’s remaining old-growth 

forests found within state conservation lands. 

 

Old-growth forests are a rare and unique living resource that have existed throughout 

centuries of Maryland’s history. Maryland should protect what’s left of these remaining 

forests.  

 

Thank you for considering this legislation, and I urge your support for HB 884. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Joel Dunn 

President and CEO 

Chesapeake Conservancy 
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