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Mr. Chair, Mr. Vice Chair, Members of the best committee in the House, 
 
For the record, I am Delegate Sara Love here to present House bill 52, prohibiting the trafficking of 
items made from imperiled species’ parts in Maryland. 
 
HB 52 proposes to prohibit the purchase, sale, offer for sale, or possession with intent to sell any 
part or product of the covered animal species with reasonable, narrow exemptions. The eleven types 
of covered animals are elephant, rhinoceros, tiger, lion, leopard, cheetah, jaguar, sea turtle, pangolin, 
giraffe, and great ape species. The extinct mammoth is also covered because it takes very little effort 
to pass elephant ivory off as mammoth, and as a result, elephant ivory has been found for sale under 
the guise of legal mammoth ivory.1 
 
Key provisions of the bill include that: 
 

 A person shall not purchase, sell, offer for sale, or possess with intent to sell any covered 
animal species part or product; 

 Owners of legal items can continue to possess the items, pass them down to heirs, or 
transfer them as long as no commercial transactions are involved;  

 Prohibitions do not apply when the covered animal species part or product is part of an 
antique, or is a fixed component of a musical instrument, provided that the item is not made 
wholly or primarily of the covered animal part and the total weight of the covered animal 
species part or product is less than 200 grams.2 

 
In short, the bill prohibits that sale of items made from the body parts of the animals you see in the 
slide show. Ash trays made from gorilla hands, pillows made from giraffe skin, and more. The 
United States is a major importer of these body parts. For example, we are the second largest 
consumer of illegally poached elephant ivory behind China. And between 2006 and 2015, more than 

                                                           
1 http://www.planetexperts.com/sale-of-mammoth-ivory-may-contribute-to-elephant-poaching-experts-say/  
2 The 200 gram weight limit follows the same weight limit for the de minimis exemption in the federal proposed rule for the African elephant. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service stated that the 200 gram weight limit would cover most musical instruments with ivory trim, “including the ivory veneer 
on a piano with a full set of ivory keys” and “a broad range of decorative and utilitarian objects containing small amounts of ivory.” 

http://www.planetexperts.com/sale-of-mammoth-ivory-may-contribute-to-elephant-poaching-experts-say/


40,000 giraffe products were imported into the United States.3 These trafficked items are being sold 
in Maryland. 
 
Federal law prohibits the interstate sale of items made from endangered animal parts. In addition, 
twelve states plus the District of Columbia have the same or similar bans to what we are proposing 
here.4 Maryland has no such ban, making us an attractive market for the sale of these parts. 
 
Some of you may be wondering: we are talking about wildlife across the globe; why should we in 
Maryland care? I have two answers for you. The first is because banning this practice is the right 
thing to do. These items come largely through poaching – the illegal killing of these animals. 
Through our commerce, we are contributing to the killing of these animals.  
 

 A recent report5 found the population of savanna elephants has declined by 60%, and forest 
elephants by more than 86% since the 1970s, placing them a step or two away from 
extinction.  

 Cheetahs have lost an estimated 91% of their historic habitat and fewer than 7,100 remain in 
the wild.6  

 All seven sea turtle species are threatened with extinction. 

 African lion populations have declined by 43% since 1993 and are still declining.7 

 The pangolin is the most trafficked animal. Two of its species are critically endangered 
and all are protected by federal treaty. Over a million have been illegally killed for their 
meat and scales.8 

 
The second reason is because the sale of these parts is used to fund international terrorism.9 Please 
see the testimony from Kimberly Fullerton. In addition, I’ve attached testimony from the last time 
this bill was heard. 
 
For the foregoing reasons, I respectfully request a favorable report on HB 52. 
 
 

                                                           
3 https://www.hsi.org/wp-content/uploads/assets/pdfs/giraffe_esa_petition_2017.pdf  
4 California, Hawaii, Nevada, New Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, Oregon, Washington, Minnesota, Illinois, New Mexico, Vermont, and 
Washington, DC have passed laws in recent years restricting the sale of wild animal products within their own borders.  
5 https://www.iucn.org/news/species/202103/african-elephant-species-now-endangered-and-critically-endangered-iucn-red-list  
6 Durant, Sarah M., et al. "The global decline of cheetah Acinonyx jubatus and what it means for conservation." Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences (2016): 201611122. 
7 Bauer, H., Packer, C., Funston, P.F., Henschel, P. & Nowell, K. 2016. Panthera leo. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2016: 
e.T15951A107265605. http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016- 3.RLTS.T15951A107265605.en 
8 https://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/fascinating-facts/pangolins 
9 https://www.brookings.edu/articles/wildlife-and-drug-trafficking-terrorism-and-human-security/ 
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