AP APPLIANCE STANDARDS
AWARENESS PROJECT
February 23, 2022

Honorable Chair Barve

Honorable Vice-Chair Stein

House of Delegates Environment and Transportation Committee
Maryland State House, Annapolis MD

RE: SUPPORT for HB772, Energy and Water Efficiency Standards
Dear Chair Barve, Vice-Chair Stein, and Honorable Members of the Committee:

Please accept this testimony on behalf of the Appliance Standards Awareness Project (ASAP) regarding
HB772. ASAP supports HB772.

ASAP is a coalition project that includes representatives from energy efficiency, consumer and
environmental advocacy groups, state government, and utilities. ASAP works to advance cost-effective
appliance standards at both the national and state level.

Our organization, along with the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE), published
States Go First: a 2017 report on state appliance standards which forms the basis for many of the
product standards in this bill. We also update and publish state-by-state savings analyses annually. We
would be happy to provide additional information about the products, standards, and analysis as
requested.

Appliance standards have been called the best climate and energy policy that you’ve never heard of
because of their strong impact and low profile. Most people are unaware that federal efficiency
standards are already savings Maryland consumers and businesses over S500 a year in lower utility
bills.? Adopting the state efficiency standards in HB772 would add to the savings and further reduce
energy and water waste and lower consumer utility bills.

FACTS ABOUT STANDARDS IN HB772; The standards included in the bill are:

e Very cost effective to buyers and users — Most of the products in the bill have NO incremental cost
so consumers start saving right away. For example, a consumer purchasing an air purifier meeting
the standards compared to one that does not would start saving right away — about $30 a year or
$270 over the life of the product.

e Readily available — Products and technologies meeting the standards are readily available today
from multiple manufacturers.

e Provide significant energy savings statewide — the standards make a meaningful contribution to
meeting the state’s energy, water, and climate needs.

12017 ASAP/ACEEE report: States Go First: States Can Save consumers Money, Reduce Enerqy and Water Waste,
and Protect the Environment with New Appliance Standards.

2 From the 2017 ASAP/ACEEE White Paper, Enerqy Saving States of America: How Every State Benefits from
National Appliance Standards.



https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/fedappl_md.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/document/report-overview-states-go-first
https://appliance-standards.org/document/report-overview-states-go-first
https://appliance-standards.org/document/white-paper-overview
https://appliance-standards.org/document/white-paper-overview
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HB772 WOULD SAVE MONEY, ENERGY, AND WATER AND REDUCE GREENHOUSE GASES

The bill would set minimum energy and water efficiency standards for 13 common household and
commercial appliances. If adopted, the standards could save Maryland residents and businesses more
than $200 million on utility bills in 2030. As more and more consumers purchase products compliant
with state efficiency standards, annual savings would grow, reaching nearly $350 million in 2040.3 In
2030, standards would save enough electricity in that one year to power 31,000 households and reduce
CO; emissions by 125,000 metric tons or the equivalent of taking 27,000 cars off the road for a year.

REASONS FOR OPPOSITION HAVE LESSENED

Last year, the industry trade group opposed standards for air purifiers saying no state had yet adopted
standards. New Jersey and Nevada have since adopted air purifier standards and DC adopted air purifier
standards in 2020.

Opposition also stated that consumers wouldn’t be able to afford air purifiers. While the price of air
purifiers can vary tremendously, basic models that meet the proposed efficiency standards_often cost
no more than those that do not. Major retailers like Home Depot, Walmart, and Lowes sell at least 10
air purifiers that are below $100 and would meet the standards. The standards would help reduce utility
bills by about $30 per year for the average U.S. consumer, or about $270 over the life of the product.

Once the air purifier standards become effective, consumers will still have a wide array of models and
brands to choose from. Our data show that about 60% of the products on the market already meet the
proposed standards. The standards eliminate products that needlessly waste energy, but an abundance
of compliant models means that consumers will still have lots of options and product availability.

MARYLAND HAS A HISTORY OF LEADERSHIP ON APPLIANCE STANDARDS

In 2004, and again in 2007, Maryland was one of the first states after California to adopt efficiency
standards for about 15 products. While Maryland has a strong history of acting on appliance standards,
it could potentially be left behind as other states act. Nationwide, 12 states have adopted standards
including seven jurisdictions in the northeast and mid-Atlantic: New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts,
Maine, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Washington D.C.

COMPLIANCE DATE NEARLY TWO YEARS AWAY
If adopted, the standards will go into effect on January 1, 2024. Distributors and retailers will have more
than 18 months to sell noncompliant products before the standards take effect.

We would be happy to provide further information, answer questions about appliance standards, or
provide technical assistance.

Sincerely,
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Marianne DiMascio, State Policy Manager
Appliance Standards Awareness Project

3 https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Maryland%20savings%20products%20in%202022%20bill.pdf.



