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The MLLC supports HB0928 Discrimination in Housing - Citizenship,
Immigration Status, and National Origin

The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to
supporting legislation that improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state.
The MLLC is a crucial voice in the development of public policy that uplifts the
Latino community and benefits the state of Maryland. Thank you for allowing
us the opportunity to express our support of HB0928.

Housing is a human right. A right that has often been denied to those most
vulnerable among us due to long-persisting discriminatory practices in housing.1
To this end, legal protections were established to protect residents against housing
discrimination based on race, gender, religion, and other classes under the Federal
Fair Housing Act and Maryland’s Fair Housing statute. 2, 3

Current state law, however, fails to protect Marylanders from housing
discrimination on the basis of immigration status. Immigrants face discrimination
from landlords, who may refuse to rent to a prospective tenant or  who may
threaten to report a tenant to ICE as a scare tactic. This tactic is often used to
pressure tenants to pay their rent or to pressure tenants into enduring inadequate
housing conditions.4,5 Such actions have prompted a number of jurisdictions to
enact protections for immigrant tenants, including the states of Colorado,
California, Illinois, and Washington, as well as Prince George’s County and the
City of Annapolis.4, 6

The coronavirus pandemic has exacerbated long-standing racial and
socioeconomic inequalities, with discriminatory policies and xenophobia falling
especially hard on immigrant communities.7,8,9 Undocumented immigrants are not
eligible for unemployment and most forms of federal and state benefits, making it
difficult to afford rising rental costs and putting them at a significant financial
disadvantage to other renters. These barriers leave immigrants—of many statuses
and countries of origin—uniquely vulnerable to eviction and housing insecurity.



The protections offered by this bill are especially urgent to protect the basic needs of all Marylanders as
we continue to grapple with the long-term impacts of the pandemic.

For these reasons, the Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus respectfully requests a favorable report on
HB0928.
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