
Christine J. Drumgoole 
5220 Bangert Street 
White Marsh, Maryland 21162 
410-952-1868 (cell), btsurvivor@outlook.com 
 

January 24, 2022 

SENATOR SUSAN LEE 
SENATE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS COMMITTEE 
2 EAST 
MILLER SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS,  MARYLAND 21401 
 
RE:  SBOO41  CHILD CUSTODY AND VISITATION 
 
I  am a wel l -educated,  emot iona l ly  hea l thy  pro tec t ive  parent ,  in t imate  
par tner  v io lence/bet raya l  t rauma surv ivor ,  and fami ly  cour t  re form 
advocate .   I  ho ld  a  favorab le  pos i t ion  as  to  SB0041 -FAMILY LAW – 
CHILD CUSTODY AND VISITATION.  
 
I  wou ld  l i ke  to  o f fe r  suggest ions  to  th is  Senate  B i l l .   My own 
exper ience wi th  Fami ly  Cour t  has  been qu i te  d i f f i cu l t ,  g iven the vague 
requ i rements  o f  cus tody and v is i ta t ion  when abuse is  present .   There  
is  l i t t le  to  no gu idance for  what  const i tu tes  “superv ised”  cus tody and 
what  met r ics  or  pro fess iona ls  dec ide the l i ke l ihood o f  abuse occur r ing  
in  the  fu ture .    
 
In  my d ivorce/custody case,  my former  spouse had a  long h is tory  o f  
emot iona l ,  psycho log ica l ,  sexua l ,  phys ica l ,  and f inanc ia l  abuse aga ins t  
me and our  ch i ld ren.  The cour t  o f ten  defers  to  pro fess iona ls ,  such as  
soc ia l  workers ,  therap is ts ,  and academics  when t ry ing  to  determine i f  
an  abuser  w i l l  abuse aga in-  the  l i ke l ihood o f  fu ture  abuse .  Ch i ld  
sexua l  abuse perpet ra t ion  is  an espec ia l ly  d i f f i cu l t  const ruc t  to  
ascer ta in .   There  are  d iagnost ic  c r i te r ia  fo r  “pedoph i l ia ”  in  the  DSM V 
and ICD 11,  but  an  abuser  need not  be d iagnosed as  a  pedoph i le  
(spec i f i c ,  sus ta ined a t t rac t ion  to  minors)  to  have commi t ted an ac t  o f  
sexua l  abuse.  Fur ther ,  any  lack  or  presence o f  a  d iagnos is  does not  
necessar i l y  de termine the l i ke l ihood o f  abuse in  fu ture .  In  the  case o f  
my former  spouse,  he ident i f ied  as  a  sex  and pornography add ic t ,  
admi t ted  to  i l lega l  sexua l  perpet ra t ions,  v iewing ch i ld  pornography,  
sexua l ly  abus ing our  daughter ,  and yet  had no spec i f i c  ta rget  or  sexua l  
a t t rac t ion  for  h is  abuse.  In  shor t ,  he  is  an equa l  oppor tun i ty  sexua l  
p redator .  Pro fess iona l  w i thout  spec i f i c ,  cer t i f ied  c redent ia ls  in  the  
areas o f  ch i ld  sexua l  abuse,  emot iona l  t rauma,  and/or  compuls ive  
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sexua l  behav ior  and pornography v iewing would  not  be ab le  to  make a  
pro fess iona l  de terminat ion ;  le t  a lone an educated and credent ia led  
op in ion as  to  the  l i ke l ihood o f  abuse.   In  cases o f  abuse,  i t  i s  bes t  to  
a lways be l ieve the v ic t im (espec ia l ly  v ic t ims o f  ch i ld  sexua l  abuse)  
and pro tec t  the  v ic t im f rom any l i ke l ihood.   A  low l i ke l ihood o f  
reo f fend ing is  NOT no l i ke l ihood o f  reo f fend ing.  
 
Second ly ,  when the perpet ra tor ’s  fami ly  members  are  tasked wi th  
oversee ing superv ised v is i ta t ion ,  espec ia l ly  overn ights ,  they  shou ld  be 
requ i red to  comple te  the  fo l lowing:  

1 .  Not i f i ca t ion  o f  the  abuse that  has  occur red to  war rant  the  
superv is ion  requ i rement  by  a  t ra ined pro fess iona l .  

2 .  Requ i red to  communicate  w i th  the  sa fe  parent  to  conf i rm 
a t tendance for  superv is ion .  

3 .  Be requ i red to  fo l low safe ty  measures  as  se t  fo r th  by  ch i ld  sexua l  
abuse pro fess iona ls ,  such as  Dr .  Mel  Lanston.  

4 .  He ld  respons ib le  i f  they  do not  meet  the  requ i rements  o f  
superv is ion .  

 
 

I appreciate your time and assistance.  I remain supporter of this proposed bill and am available 

for further discussion. I apologize for the brevity of this letter of support, but I wrote this in less 

than ten minutes.  This is a very important cause. 

SINCERELY,  

CHRISTINE J .  DRUMGOOLE 
Hea l t hy ,  p ro tec t i ve  pa ren t ,  i n t ima te  pa r t ne r  v i o l ence /be t raya l  t r auma  su rv i vo r ,  
and  advoca te .  
 


