
Dear Senator Feldman and members of the Senate Finance Committee,

This written testimony is put forward on behalf of the Maryland Healthy Alternatives
Association. Our association represents businesses from every segment of the hemp
industry and is committed to protecting the public’s access to safe alternatives to
prescription medications.

Firstly we want to thank you for your interest in the issues laid out in SB788. We look
forward to working with you to establish a regulatory framework for hemp products that
serves to protect consumer safety and the continued growth of the Maryland hemp
industry. We are submitting this letter to request an amendment to the language of the
study in order to have our association added as an equal contributor to the working
group.

We agree that the hemp industry as a whole is in need of a regulatory framework that
focuses on age gating and testing standards and believe that we can be of assistance in
creating that framework as we have already been operating responsibly in these areas
for years.

The language in the original draft of this legislation could require all consumers of these
products to retain a medical marijuana card and recommendation to be able to
purchase these products regardless of personal circumstances that prevent the
procurement of the MMCC card. Additionally this bill could only allow these products to
be sold at Maryland Medical Cannabis Dispensaries and could in effect place all current
retailers out of business as well as totally remove the public's access to these products
as medical marijuana dispensaries have no interest in the sale of hemp-derived
products.

We want to be able to both ensure public safety while protecting this industry's ability to
provide safe access to these products that help people improve their quality of life.
Consumers of the products in question are much different from the average medical
marijuana patient. These consumers are attracted to the fact that these products are
significantly less potent than medical marijuana products. Delta 8 THC is 40-50% less
psychoactive than medical marijuana and that is the primary reason why people
purchase them.The average consumer of Delta 8 is more in line with the traditional CBD
consumer than they are with a medical marijuana patient.  Additionally there are many
circumstances that prevent Marylanders from acquiring an MMCC card. Many
employers do not allow their staff to obtain an MMCC card; many of these people work
in healthcare and unions, and others who do not desire to have their medical marijuana
status be made public.  Additionally and most importantly there are a massive group of



these consumers who have no desire to be medical marijuana patients. Many of these
people do not have the funds or the capability to acquire a medical marijuana card and
could immediately lose their access to the products that have helped them improve the
quality of their daily lives. We as producers and retailers of these products are a
resource to these underserved communities. They are wonderful people and they come
from all walks of life. Here are just 2 of the many customer testimonials we received
when this legislation was first introduced. These 2 testimonials can serve as a snapshot
of so many other Marylanders and their reliance on these hemp products.

My name is Hillary and I am a 29 year old mom, wife and lupus warrior. I was put on Oxycodone
by a pain management doctor when I was in my early 20s due to the excessive damage to my
muscles, joints, and nerves from my health issues. I have POTS, degenerative disc disease,
small fiber neuropathy, Sjögren’s syndrome, PTSD, generalized anxiety disorder and major
depressive disorder that have all contributed to being disabled for the last 10 years. I stayed on
various opioids 3 to 4 times a day for 7 years, even while pregnant, just to survive every day
and be able to walk around my house. I was miserable and feared waking up and facing the
pain every day.

In the summer of 2021 I decided I wanted to try living with the pain without opioids before my
30th birthday and started researching CBD. I came across Embrace Wellness CBD and it was
close by so I visited their store. They were able to educate me on the various products and
options I had. I decided to try their Delta-8 Hemp Carts even though I had not used any
cannabis products in 10 years. I felt confident in their testing, ability to provide the third party
test results, and the staff’s knowledge when I left.

Since using delta-8, I have been able to come off of opioids completely. I am currently 15 weeks
without opioids of any kind because of the benefits delta-8 is able to provide me via businesses
like Embrace. My liver enzymes are better because I’m not taking so many medications
anymore to combat the pain; the delta-8 is actually allowing my liver to rest enough to heal. I
sleep better, my muscles are not so tense and painful, and my mood is happy and uplifted now.
Having open access to delta-8 has changed my life in the matter of 6 months!. I am not able to
get a medical marijuana card because of my husband’s job which is a shame and leaves me
with minimal options to treat my chronic pain.

Pharmaceuticals can and do help, but there is a big problem with discrimination against chronic
pain patients who need to use opioids to control their pain. Meanwhile, there are wonderful,
educated, knowledgeable people able and willing to help bring more natural hemp options to
those of us with pain, anxiety, depression, etc. Delta 8 can help us fight pain and anxiety without
being high, without poisoning our bodies and without risking addiction. Please do not take away
one of the only legal natural alternatives we have!

Hillary C.



Delegate Pena-Melnyk, and Senator Feldman

My name is Frank and I am 75 years old. I reside in Eldersburg, Maryland and am a retired
limousine driver. I worked for many years as a truck driver and suffered a terrible work-related
back injury dating back nearly 20 years. I have had multiple back surgeries and was on
Hydrocodone for decades. I began wanting to get off of the pain medication about a year ago as
I knew it was not good for my body, specifically my liver, and in my older age I knew I could not
continue to take these prescription drugs for much longer. I decided to quit taking the pills cold
turkey which was not easy. As a result, due to horrible withdrawals from the Vicodin, I had been
unable to sleep at all. I began looking into CBD for help with my pain and to help me sleep but it
was not helping much. Then I visited Embrace CBD Wellness Center in Glen Burnie and was
introduced to Delta 8. I was thoroughly educated by the staff there and was shown a lab test
that showed that it was a clean product and that put me at ease. I’m an older guy so all of this is
very new to me but this product has been the only thing that has allowed me to get a good
night’s sleep. At first I was extremely skeptical, and to be honest, was totally against it as I am
not someone who ever wanted to use anything even remotely related to THC. I do not like
marijuana, I never have, but these delta 8 products work. I am finally able to sleep which has
drastically improved my life.

As a retiree on a fixed income, I cannot afford a medical marijuana license and am also quite
afraid of using marijuana as it will be too strong for me. I do not like smoking and I am too old to
walk around high. The intoxication I feel from delta 8 is very mild and manageable for me as
someone with zero experience with any products like these. I have grown to rely on this product
for pain management and sleep. Please do not take away my access to these products as they
are the only thing keeping me off of opiates and helping me sleep.

Sincerely,

Frank P.

The Senator's newsletter states that these products are being sold to minors without
any testing requirements or restrictions and there is certainly some truth to that. We
appreciate that the Senator has shown interest in fixing this problem. Responsible and
ethical companies like the ones represented by our association have held ourselves to
the highest possible standards as it relates to testing and quality control. We use DEA
registered 3rd party laboratories to do full panel lab tests on all of our raw ingredients
and finished products. We go beyond the MMCC requirements by using food grade
toxicology labs to do additional foreign materials analysis and reagent testing which is in
addition to the potency, mycotoxins, heavy metals, pesticides, and residual solvents
analysis. Hemp industry professionals take testing very seriously and go far beyond the
MMCC. The 3 MMCC approved labs do not have the capacity to be able to do the type



of testing that the hemp industry does and as a result this bill would not have achieved
its stated purpose. We have set the testing standards, we have the model for the best
possible regulation of these products. We are just asking to be let into the conversation.
We can help our representatives push this industry forward while protecting the public,
especially the children, from harm due to untested and fraudulent products. We agree
that we need to keep these products out of the hands of minors, but the stores
represented by our association have an age requirement of 21 to enter and make
purchases. These products being sold in gas stations and convenience stores are
contributing to these products landing into the hands of minors. There is a better way to
go about this that would not cause our industry so much loss and inflict so much
unnecessary damage on its participants. Simple. We must stop allowing irresponsible
retailers to sell it in places that minors have unfettered access to and allow businesses
who are responsible to continue to operate by selling these federally legal and fully
compliant, thoroughly tested products to those 21 and older to be able to use as
alternatives to prescription medications and to improve the quality of their lives. Again,
we want regulation, we just want it the right way.  Below you will see an example of the
type of testing that the hemp industry has the capacity to do.

First you will find chain of custody documents that track and verify product origin, then a
lab test for the hemp grown to be extracted to cbd, a lab test for the cbd extracted and a
full panel lab test for the Delta 8 made from the cbd.













Full panel 3rd party lab test done by a DEA registered 3rd party laboratory.



And lastly and most importantly you will see that we take an extra step beyond the
MMCC in contracting a food grade toxicology lab to do additional reagent and toxicity
testing. MMCC labs cannot and do not take this necessary step. This is part of the
model that we are advocating for and will help to create if our amendment is accepted to
allow us to be a coequal member of this study.





It is important to note that there are many products being sold in places like C-stores
and gas stations that are marketed towards children as well as products that are
overstating the psychoactivity of Delta 8, however responsible sellers like the ones
represented by our association do not participate in selling products like these. Below
you will see an example of some of these products and then some of the products sold
by responsible retailers.









Now here are some products produced by companies representative of our association.







It is important to draw these distinctions as we totally believe in regulation not just of the
product itself, but also its packaging and presentation. We would like to be an ally and a
resource to the legislature, the MMCC and the Dept. of Agriculture as we believe
wholeheartedly that responsible hemp businesses and the medical cannabis industry
can, and should, coexist.

Unlike the Maryland Medical Cannabis Industry the Maryland Hemp industry is not
confined to the state of Maryland and this legislation could upend our industry in ways
that can have a negative effect on the national economy. There are hundreds of
manufacturers both in and out of our state who have a stake in Maryland and would be
negatively affected by the passage of this type of legislation. The reality is that Delta 8
THC is currently propping up much of the hemp industry as a whole and the fallout from
bills like these would be felt across the country. There is a better way forward, one that
we hope could set the standard for many other states to follow. We have already drafted
a comprehensive regulatory framework that we believe could serve as the model that
would allow Maryland to lead the way in ensuring the continued growth of the hemp
industry while simultaneously protecting the consumer. This framework includes
everything from establishing an oversight commission, to setting the testing standards,
licensing, penalties, age-gating, and packaging requirements. If allowed to participate in
this study we can offer invaluable insight to help this working group achieve its goal.

The Maryland marijuana dispensary owners have been lobbying against the hemp
industry's ability to participate in the free market since the passage of the 2018
agriculture improvement act. No hemp industry professionals were consulted in this
matter. Passing the type of legislation that was originally introduced would put
responsible companies like ours out of business and cost the jobs of thousands of
people. The hemp industry is a large industry. The Maryland tax contribution by hemp
businesses dwarfs that of the medical marijuana dispensaries and even that loss of
revenue pales in comparison to the pain and suffering that this would cause to those of
us who have been doing the right things in compliance with all state and federal laws.
Make no mistake, this type of bill would end the Maryland Hemp Industry as we know it.

We were graciously invited by Delegate Pena-Melnyk and Senator Feldman to
participate in this study and we are excited for that opportunity and we ask for an
amendment to the language of this study to include our association as an equal
contributor to the working group. We truly believe that our input in all matters relating to
this topic would help this study achieve its stated purpose.

Thank you for your consideration.



Maryland Healthy Alternatives Association

Nicholas Patrick

Daniel Simmonds

Eric Fritschler


