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The Schizophrenia & Psychosis Action Alliance strongly supports SB 2.

When an authorized medical professional or peace officer determines that an individual’'s
behavior is indicative of a mental disorder and presents emergency evaluation a danger to self
or others, emergency evaluation is the first step necessary to provide needed inpatient
treatment to those whose illness itself, makes them unable to realize their critical need for
treatment.

Prompt emergency evaluation can mean the difference between life and death. It can prevent
suicides, violence, and victimization.

SB 2 facilitates emergency evaluation by permitting an emergency petition to be in the form of
an electronic record. Electronic processing will make petitioning easier and waste significantly
less time for the outpatient provider, reducing the likelihood of delay. This would expedite
processing and the individual could be evaluated and receive needed treatment sooner.

Research has shown that it is essential to receive effective treatment for a serious mental
illness, such as schizophrenia or bipolar disorder as soon as possible, to avoid brain damage?, a
worsening of the condition, and reduced chance of recovery. This is especially important for
individuals with psychosis where “an increase in DUP [duration of untreated psychosis] from 1
week to 4 weeks is associated with >20% more severe symptoms.”™ Prompt treatment of
severe mental illness can also reduce the social consequences of untreated serious mental
illness, including homelessness, arrest, and incarceration. 3

Therefore, we request that SB 2 be given a favorable report.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.
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