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The Maryland Judiciary supports Senate Bill 2 as amended. Senate Bill 2 authorizes a
peace officer to provide a record of a petition for emergency evaluation in electronic form
to an emergency facility; and authorizes an emergency facility to accept an emergency
evaluee in their facility provided the electronic record of the petition for emergency
evaluation is made available, and as long as it is otherwise executed properly.

If the intent of this statutory change is solely to allow electronic transmission of the
endorsed order rather than requiring the peace officer to have a paper copy or original,
then the Judiciary supports additional language added to § 10- 624 to read as follows:
THE PETITION REQUIRED UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION
MAY BE IN THE FORM OF AN ELECTRONIC RECORD, AND MAY BE
TRANSMITTED AND RECEIVED ELECTRONICALLY as well as remove the words
“created,” “generated,” and “sent” from the definition of electronic record, This makes it
clear that the bill provides for electronic transmittal of a petition for emergency
evaluation and not the electronic filing of the petition itself. This bill as amended will
provide a more efficient and quicker process for an individual to get an evaluation
leading to increased public safety and treatment for the individual.
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