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The Maryland Affiliate of the American College of Nurse Midwives (ACNM) supports Senate Bill
150 — Maryland Medical Assistance Programs — Dental Coverage for Adults. The bill establishes dental
coverage for all adults in Medicaid.

Maryland is just one of three states that does not provide some level of dental coverage for
adults, except for a few pockets of coverage.’ In November 2021, Medicaid took a step forward by
extending dental coverage to individuals in the postpartum care. This recent step is a significant
improvement, but not enough. Most adults still lack dental coverage in the Medicaid program.

Dental coverage is critical for the health of the individual, and the health of their families:

e Inarecent study, researchers found that untreated carries dropped by 5% when the
parents had dental coverage for one year in the Medicaid program".

e Poor oral health and periodontal disease are associated with other health issues,
specifically coronary heart disease, diabetes, arthritis, and liver disease. A peer-
reviewed study found that people with severe periodontal disease were up to 1.4
times more likely to have chronic health conditions compared to people without
periodontal disease'

ACNM asks that Maryland keep moving forward in expanding access to dental care. We request
a favorable vote on Senate Bill 150. If we can provide any additional information, please contact Robyn
Elliott at relliott@policypartners.net.
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