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Chair Kelley and members of the Senate Finance Committee: The Maryland Public Health Association
would like to express support for Senate Bill 632-Maryland Health Benefit Exchange - Small Business and
Nonprofit Health Insurance Subsidies Program. This bill will increase health insurance coverage in
Maryland by making it easier for small businesses in our state to provide coverage to their employees.

Access to affordable health insurance has improved in Maryland thanks your leadership on this issue.
The creation of our reinsurance program and subsidies for low-income young adults have helped
Maryland build on the Affordable Care Act, cut the rate of uninsured in our state in half! and resulted in
a record number of insured individuals in the Maryland Health Connection.?

The next best step our state can take right now is to help small businesses. Small businesses have been
hurt by the pandemic and are less likely to provide health care benefits than large companies.? Health
care coverage helps make employment opportunities more attractive to job seekers and will contribute
to the state’s public health goals. Like the subsidies for individuals and reinsurance, this bill will build on
the Affordable Care Act’s program for small businesses to provide additional subsidies and support.

Small businesses are more likely than large businesses to be owned by people of color* and Maryland
has the highest rate per-capita of businesses owned by people of color in the nation.®> There are also
profound health inequities by race and ethnicity made apparent by the COVID-19 pandemic. Providing
better opportunities for small businesses and nonprofits to provide health coverage will improve health
equity. We ask your favorable report for SB 632.

The Maryland Public Health Association (MdPHA) is a nonprofit, statewide organization of public
health professionals dedicated to improving the lives of all Marylanders through education,
advocacy, and collaboration. We support public policies consistent with our vision of healthy
Marylanders living in healthy, equitable, communities. MdPHA is the state affiliate of the American

Public Health Accnrinﬁnn’ a npnrly 1A‘:_ypnr_nlrl prnfpccinnnl nrgnnhnﬁnn dedicated to imprn\/ing

population health and reducing the health disparities that plague our state and our nation.
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