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The Maryland Dental Action Coalition (MDAC) strongly supports Senate Bill 150 — Maryland
Medical Assistance Program — Dental Coverage for Adults. The bill establishes a comprehensive dental
coverage program for all adults in Medicaid.

It’s Time to Close the Gap. Dental Care is Health Care.

Maryland is behind almost every other state for adult coverage in Medicaid. Over thirty other
states provide comprehensive or limited dental coverage in Medicaid, with the remaining coverage in
emergency situations. Just three states — Alabama, Maryland, and Tennessee — do not provide dental
coverage for adults in Medicaid.'

EXHIBIT 1. State Medicaid Coverage of Adult Dental Benefits, September 2019
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Maryland has pockets of adult coverage in Medicaid: dually eligible adults under the age of 65,
pregnant and postpartum individuals, and young adults who have aged out of foster care. Managed
care organizations may provide some basic benefits — but Maryland law does not require it, so that it
could change at any time. This means that about 750,000 adults are left without a reliable source of
adult dental coverage that meets their needs for basic preventative and restorative services.




Dental coverage is not a Medicaid cost. It’s an investment.

There is a reason that a majority of states provide dental coverage to adults in their Medicaid program.
Health care cannot be delivered effectively without dental care. The lack of adult dental coverage drives
up health care costs and contributes to health disparities, making it difficult to keep our communities

healthy:
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Dental coverage is key to improving health outcomes for all.

Dental coverage is a key strategy to address health disparities. Older non-Hispanic Black or Mexican

American adults have 2 to 3 times the rate of untreated cavities as older non-Hispanic White adults.

iMedicaid coverage improves access to dental care as demonstrated with the Affordable Care Act.

Dental coverage can transform the life of someone you know.

One in four Marylanders'! is covered by Medicaid. We all know someone who is covered by Medicaid,

and that person may be a friend, family member, or even ourselves. Dental care can transform lives. If

someone suffers from poor oral health, they may face many struggles, including: managing dental pain;

controlling a chronic disease; obtaining a job; or even eating. Medicaid dental coverage can mean the

difference between suffering and living a productive life for many Marylanders

More information on options for investing in dental coverage

The Maryland Dental Action Coalition appreciates the Committee’s consideration of SB 150. To support

the consideration of this initiative, we requested that a national consultant, M2, examine financing

options for dental coverage in Medicaid. We have attached the report for your consideration. If there is

any additional information that we can provide, please contact Robyn Elliott at

relliott@policypartners.net.
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For more information, please visit www.mdac.us
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The Maryland Dental Action Coalition and the following organizations and

individuals support adult dental coverage in Maryland Medicaid:
ORGANIZATIONS

American College of Nurse Midwives — Maryland Affiliate
American Dental Hygienist Association

Area Health Education Center West

Baltimore City Substance Abuse Directorate

Baltimore Harm Reduction Coalition

BH Health Services, Inc.

Biotechnology Health Management & Care, LLC
CareQuest Institute for Oral Health

Chesapeake Voyagers, Inc.

Clinical Management and Development Services

Eastern Shore Area Health Education Center

Health Care for the Homeless

Hilda’s Place Behavioral Health Organization

Institute for Behavioral Resources, Inc.

James’ Place, Inc.

Legal Action Center

Maryland Academy of Advanced Practice Clinicians
Maryland Addictions Directors Council

Maryland Assembly for School Based Health Care
Maryland Association for the Treatment of Opioid Dependency
Maryland Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics
Maryland Coalition of Families

Maryland Community Health Systems

Maryland-DC Society of Addiction Medicine

Maryland Health Care for All! Coalition

Maryland Nurses Association

Maryland Occupational Therapy Association

Mary’s Center

MDHA Dental Hygiene Well Being Committee
Mid-Atlantic Association of Community Health Centers
National Council of Alcoholism and Drug Dependence of Maryland
New Life Recovery Center

Northern Parkway Treatment Service

OCA/Soul Haven

On Our Own of Carroll County

On Our Own of Howard County

On Our Own of Maryland

Peer Wellness and Recovery Services

Planned Parenthood of Maryland

Public Justice Center

The Coordinating Center

Voices of Hope, Inc.

Wellness and Recovery Community Center, Charles County Freedom Landing, Inc.
Y of Central Maryland
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