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To: The Honorable Delores G. Kelley, Chair, Senate Finance Committee

Re: Letter of Support - Senate Bill 824 - Health - Accessibility of Electronic Advance Care
Planning Documents

Dear Chair Kelley:

On behalf of the Maryland Hospital Association’s (MHA) 60 member hospitals and health
systems, we appreciate the opportunity to comment on Senate Bill 824. Maryland hospitals agree
end-of-life care should be improved and become a routine part of patient care. Health systems
can ease this process by embedding advance care planning into their internal processes and
ensuring this information becomes part of a patient’s electronic health record and can be easily
accessed.

MHA appreciated the opportunity to participate in the Advance Directives Workgroup. We agree
with the report findings that Maryland health care systems play an important role in efforts to
identify and record a patient’s health care decision-making proxy and advanced directives.
Hospitals, however, do not play the only role.

We agree that conversations health care practitioners have with patients to inform them of their
options, empowering them to submit this information, are ideally initiated prior to a hospital
visit. Further, providers across the health care spectrum must be able to access this information at
a moment’s notice. Critically, providers must be confident they have the most recent version of a
patient’s wishes.

MHA supports the intent of the legislation and looks forward to working with stakeholders to
ensure alignment with the expectations and recommendations of the Advance Directives Work
Group.

For more information, please contact:
Brian Sims, Director, Quality & Health Improvement
Bsims@mbhaonline.org
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