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  The Licensed Clinical Professional Counselors of Maryland (LCPCM) supports Senate 

Bill 2 – Mental Health Law – Petitions for Emergency Evaluation – Electronic Record. This bill 

allows a petition for emergency evaluation to be transmitted electronically. 

  

           LCPCM supports this bill because we must modernize our laws to reflect the increased 

use of technology in providing care. As the use of telehealth and licensure compacts continue to 

expand, more patients are receiving services from behavioral health providers who may not be 

local. These remote providers still need to have the ability to submit emergency petitions when 

their clients are in crisis, and this bill will ensure that is possible. Additionally, when a patient is 

in crisis, it is important that they are connected to emergency services as soon as possible. This 

bill will help limit any delays in the emergency petition process and help ensure smooth access to 

emergency care. 

  

           We urge a favorable report on Senate Bill 2 in order to help modernize our state’s 

emergency petition process. If we can provide any further information, please contact Scott 

Tiffin at stiffin@policypartners.net. 
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