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Testimony in Support of House Bill 257 -Residential Elevators - Inspections

Good Afternoon Mr. Chairman, Mr. Vice Chairman, and members of the Economic
Matters Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you about House Bill 257 -
Residential Elevators - Inspections.

Under Maryland law, all elevators in Maryland must be registered with the
Commissioner of Labor and Industry and are subject to annual inspections and more extensive
examinations every five years. Currently, elevators in private, residential homes are exempt from
registration and inspections. House Bill 257 stipulates that residential elevators shall be included
under this existing law that already applies to commercial elevators.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has reported that 22 people have died
in residential elevator accidents since 1981, with most of the fatalities being children (Mass,
2021). Many more individuals have sustained substantial injuries in these accidents. In fact,
according to a study published in Clinical Pediatrics, from 1990 to 2004 the estimated amount of
elevator-related injuries among children was 29,030 (O’Neil, et al., 2007). In the summer of
2021, the CPSC filed a lawsuit against one home elevator company that had been involved in
three separate accidents: 1) a 2-year-old child died in 2017, 2) a 3-year-old child was
permanently disabled in 2010, and 3) a 4-year-old boy was hospitalized in 2019 after being
crushed (CPSC, 2021).

The main catalyst for these injuries is the ability for children, given their small size, to be
caught in between the door and the elevator carriage. Maryland law already accounts for this
hazard for commercial elevators, and adopted the American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME) safety standards of 4-inch gaps for elevators (installed after 2017), the standard
recommended to ensure small children cannot fit into the space. It is estimated that since home
elevators are not included in current law, around 300,000 to 500,000 residential elevators in the
U.S. are not inspected (Frankel, 2020). And although CPSC has finally instituted the first ever
safety recall for residential elevators, it only applies to around 5,000 residential elevators
(Frankel, 2021).



Further, to address the concerns raised against previous versions of this bill, mainly that
these additional inspections would result in substantial backlogs, House Bill 257 prescribes that
these inspections be carried out by a third-party, rather than the Department of Labor, Licensing,
and Regulations (DLLR). The costs are to be paid by the homeowner.

House Bill 257 would prevent these senseless accidents, primarily endured by children,
by bringing residential elevators up to code with Maryland law that already applies to our
commercial elevators in the state. | respectfully request a favorable report on House Bill 257.



REFERENCES

Consumer Product Safety Commission. (2021, July 7). CPSC sues ThyssenKrupp Access Corp.. over
deadly gap hazard in residential elevators; action prompted by three incidents: One child died,
another permanently disabled, and a third hospitalized after becoming entrapped. Retrieved
January 21, 2022, from
https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2021/CPSC-Sues-thyssenkrupp-Access-Corp-
Over-Deadly-Gap-Hazard-in-Residential-Elevators

Frankel, T. (2020, February 13). Another child was crushed by a home elevator, just months after U.S.
regulators decided against safety recall. Retrieved January 21, 2022, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/another-child-crushed-by-a-home-elevator-
just-months-after-us-regulators-decided-against-safety-recall/2020/02/13/963c161e-4b5d-11ea-
bf44-f5043eb3918a story.html

Frankel, T. (2021, February 15). After years of devastating home elevator accidents, First Safety Recall
announced. Retrieved January 21, 2022, from https://www.seattletimes.com/business/after-years-
of-devastating-home-elevator-accidents-first-safety-recall-announced/

Mass, R. (2021, July 09). CPSC files lawsuit over residential elevator gap that has caused death, serious
injury. Retrieved January 21, 2022, from
https://www.aboutlawsuits.com/cpsc-elevator-gap-lawsuit-
185662/#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Consumer%20Product%20Safety,been%20linked%20t0%20se
vere%20%20injuries

O’Neil, J., Steele, G. K., Huisingh, C., & Smith, G. A. (2007). Elevator-Related Injuries to Children in the
United States, 1990 Through 2004. Clinical Pediatrics, 46(7), 619-625.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0009922807300232



https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2021/CPSC-Sues-thyssenkrupp-Access-Corp-Over-Deadly-Gap-Hazard-in-Residential-Elevators
https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2021/CPSC-Sues-thyssenkrupp-Access-Corp-Over-Deadly-Gap-Hazard-in-Residential-Elevators
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/another-child-crushed-by-a-home-elevator-just-months-after-us-regulators-decided-against-safety-recall/2020/02/13/963c161e-4b5d-11ea-bf44-f5043eb3918a_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/another-child-crushed-by-a-home-elevator-just-months-after-us-regulators-decided-against-safety-recall/2020/02/13/963c161e-4b5d-11ea-bf44-f5043eb3918a_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/another-child-crushed-by-a-home-elevator-just-months-after-us-regulators-decided-against-safety-recall/2020/02/13/963c161e-4b5d-11ea-bf44-f5043eb3918a_story.html
https://www.seattletimes.com/business/after-years-of-devastating-home-elevator-accidents-first-safety-recall-announced/
https://www.seattletimes.com/business/after-years-of-devastating-home-elevator-accidents-first-safety-recall-announced/
https://www.aboutlawsuits.com/cpsc-elevator-gap-lawsuit-185662/#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Consumer%20Product%20Safety,been%20linked%20to%20severe%20%20injuries
https://www.aboutlawsuits.com/cpsc-elevator-gap-lawsuit-185662/#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Consumer%20Product%20Safety,been%20linked%20to%20severe%20%20injuries
https://www.aboutlawsuits.com/cpsc-elevator-gap-lawsuit-185662/#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Consumer%20Product%20Safety,been%20linked%20to%20severe%20%20injuries
https://doi.org/10.1177/0009922807300232

