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February 21, 2022

Chair Shane E. Pendergrass
House Office Building, Room 241
6 Bladen Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: HB0830 State Board of Examiners for Audiologists, Hearing Aid Dispensers, Speech-Language Pathologists,
and Music Therapists — Physician Members — Repeal

Position: SUPPORT
Madam Chair Pendergrass, Vice Chair Penia-Melnyk, and Committee Members,

As a licensed practicing audiologist for over 24 years and a small business owner of one of the largest and oldest
private practices in the State of Maryland, I would like to express my support for the removal of the two ear, nose,
and throat (ENT) physicians from the State Board of Examiners for Audiologists, Hearing Aid Dispensers, Speech-
Language Pathologists, and Music Therapists. I have worked in a variety of audiology practice settings over the
years and have been employed by an ENT physician in the past. I currently have 11 office locations in Maryland
including the Eastern Shore. 3 of our offices share space with ENT physicians. I feel strongly that we do not need
oversight from the ENT profession on our State Board of Examiners.

The attendance of the ENT physicians to the Board of Examiners meeting is horrendous for a professional Board. 1
held numerous executive board positions for the Maryland Academy of Audiology from 1998 to 2011. There was only
a 52% attendance record at that time and since then it has not been much better. More recently, three emergency
virtual hearings were held during the 2021 Maryland legislative session and the physicians only attended 50% of
them and missed one critical emergency hearing completely.

The licensing board should consist of only those professionals whom it governs and our board does not oversee the
physicians. In addition, the licensing board is responsible for ensuring that the audiologists and other health
professionals completed all education and training requirements to practice at their full scope of practice. Although
I have great respect for ENT physicians and work collaboratively with them on a weekly basis, the ENT physicians
do not receive the same training as non-physician providers therefore there is no need to receive education from
them in order for us to do our work. Their presence does not enhance the quality of the hearing and balance
healthcare that I provide to the Maryland consumers.

Thank you for support of HB0830 legislation.
Sincerely,

Briana Bruno Holtan, Au.D.
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February 22, 2022

Chair Shane E. Pendergrass
House Office Building, Room 241
6 Bladen Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: HB0830 State Board of Examiners for Audiologists, Hearing Aid Dispensers, Speech-Language
Pathologists, and Music Therapists — Physician Members — Repeal
Position: SUPPORT

Madam Chair Pendergrass, Vice Chair Pefia-Melnyk, and Committee Members,

As an audiologist working in Maryland, I am in full support of removing otolaryngologists (ENTs)
from the Maryland Board of Examiners for Audiologists, Hearing Aid Dispensers, Speech-Language
Pathologists, and Music Therapists. Removing ENTs from the board would allow us as audiologists
to have more autonomy to practice to the full scope of our profession. Our clinical doctorate degree
(Au.D.) gives us the necessary clinical skills and education to be able to practice without oversight
from ENTs. Although our field does require multi-disciplinary collaboration with other medical
professionals including ENTs, primary care physicians, optometrists, physical therapists, nurse
practitioners, and speech-language pathologists (just to name a few), oversight from an ENT is not
necessary for us to perform our jobs. Having previously practiced in Texas at a large ENT practice, |
see the benefit of practicing in a state without the oversight of an ENT on the board. The cross-
discipline collaboration was still present, despite the absence of an ENT on the board. Texas along
with 23 other states do not have an ENT on the board and I strongly believe this should be the
standard in Maryland as well.

Thank you for support of HB0830 legislation.

Sincerely,

Ny M} AuD.

Nikita Razeghi, Au.D.
Maryland License #: 01474

Administrative Office: 3455 Wilkens Ave 2021 K Street, NW,
3615 E. Joppa Road, Suite 206 ” 9338 Balto. Nat’l. Pike 9613-1 Harford Road 1629 York Road Suite 420
Suite 210 Baltimore. MD 21229 Ellicott City, MD 21042  Baltimore, MD 21234 Lutherville, MD 21093 Washington, DC,
Parkville, MD 21234 (410) 6’46-3100 (410) 313-9100 (410) 668-5500 (443) 578-3900 20006
(410) 944-3100 (202) 844-6699
Fairhaven
2147 York Road 7845 2?111‘23%2 Road, " ¢09 Dutchman’s Lane 79 Forest Plaza 2%3(’)“]{: S;gerzt IS):"fS' 31%%'1 7200 3rd Ave #1000
Timonium, MD 21093 Glen Burnie. MD 21061 Easton, MD 21601 Annapolis, MD 21401 Bal ti.more Mi’) 21'2] 3 Sykesville, MD
(410) 252-3100 > (410) 820-9826 (410) 266-6444 > 21784

(410) 760-4327 (443) 948-7440

(410) 646-3100



