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Chairwoman Pendergrass, Vice Chairwoman Pena-Melnyk, and Members of this Committee, thank you
for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of House Bill 1202.

This bill moves Maryland forward in meaningful ways to have a strong cybersecurity posture by
capitalizing on existing knowledge and experience of Maryland State government. This codifies and
fully funds the Cyber Preparedness Unit within MDEM to support local governments in their efforts to: 1.)
support local governments in developing vulnerability assessments, response plans, and conducting staff
training exercises, 2.) provide cybersecurity training resources for staff, 3.) maintain a real-time helpline for
emergency assistance, and 4.) assist local units in implementing security best practices as developed by the
state CISO. It also establishes and funds a Local Support fund for county or municipal governments to
improve their cybersecurity posture. This provides much needed support to our local governments, who are
working hard to protect our communities but need more guidance and resources to build strong cybersecurity
programs.

[ urge a favorable report. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.



