
Patients in hospital, those requiring long term care in nursing facilities and those dying in hospice must 

not be left to suffer alone without the comforting presence of family, friends and spiritual ministers. 

Forbidding all access to these patients because of certain COVID protocols is largely not supported by 

current medical opinion and research, and imposes an unnecessary, cruel and inhumane burden, both 

for the patient and the patient's family. 


