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The Maryland Human Trafficking Task Force (MDHTTF) and its members respectfully urges a 

favorable report on Senate Bill 53.   

 

Senate Bill 53 prohibits the police from interrogating a child prior to the child consulting with an 

attorney. In Maryland, child victims of sex trafficking are still subject to prosecution for acts 

related to their victimization. Children can be arrested and charged with prostitution and a 

myriad of other offense that they may have been forced to commit by their trafficker and 

therefore could find themselves subject to police interrogation 

 

The ability to consult with an attorney prior to interrogation is critical to a young person’s ability 

to understand their Miranda rights. “Even intelligent children and teenagers often do not fully 

understand their Miranda rights, which can require a tenth-grade level of understanding.”1 Young 

people do not understand or appreciate the long-term consequences of their actions, can be 

impulsive, and their brains are not fully developed.  

 

The MDHTTF believes that the protections created in SB 53 will ensure that children subject to 

police interrogation sufficiently appreciate their Constitutional rights and urges a favorable 

report.  

 

For more information, please contact Amanda Rodriguez at arodriquez@turnaroundinc.org or 
Melanie Shapiro at mshapiro@mnadv.org, co-chairs of the Legislative Committee of the 
Maryland Human Trafficking Task Force. 

 
1https://www.theiacp.org/sites/default/files/all/pr/ReducingRisksAnExecutiveGuidetoEffectiveJuvenileInterviewand

Interrogation.pdf 
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