OFFICERS

RABBI ANDREW BUSCH
President

ELIZABETH GREEN
1% Vice President

THE HON. CHAYA FRIEDMAN
BENJAMIN ROSENBERG
RABBI STEVEN SCHWARTZ
MELANIE SHAPIRO

ROBIN WEIMAN

YEHUDA NEUBERGER
Past President

HOWARD LIBIT
Executive Director

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

Adat Chaim Congregation
American Jewish Committee
Americans for Peace Now
Baltimore Chapter
American Israel Public Affairs Committee
American Red Magen David for Israel
American Zionist Movement
Amit Women
Association of Reform Zionists of America
Baltimore Board of Rabbis
Baltimore Hebrew Congregation
Baltimore Jewish Green and Just Alliance
Baltimore Men’s ORT
Baltimore Zionist District
Beth Am Congregation
Beth EI Congregation
Beth Israel Congregation
Beth Shalom Congregation of
Howard County
Beth Tfiloh Congregation
B'nai B'rith, Chesapeake Bay Region
B'nai Israel Congregation
B'nai Jacob Shaarei Zion Congregation
Bolton Street Synagogue
Chevra Ahavas Chesed, Inc.
Chevrei Tzedek Congregation
Chizuk Amuno Congregation
Congregation Beit Tikvah
Congregation Beth Shalom of
Carroll County
Congregation Tiferes Yisroel
Federation of Jewish Women's
Organizations of Maryland
Hadassah
Har Sinai - Oheb Shalom Congregation
J Street
Jewish Federation of Howard County
Jewish Labor Committee
Jewish War Veterans
Jewish War Veterans, Ladies Auxiliary
Jewish Women International
Jews For Judaism
Moses Montefiore Anshe Emunah
Hebrew Congregation
National Council of Jewish Women
Ner Tamid Congregation
Rabbinical Council of America
Religious Zionists of America
Shaarei Tfiloh Congregation
Shomrei Emunah Congregation
Simon E. Sobeloff Jewish Law Society
Suburban Orthodox Congregation
Temple Beth Shalom
Temple Isaiah
Zionist Organization of America
Baltimore District

BALTIMORE
JEWISH I"Ill nnnn "I
councir, 2

Written Testimony
Senate Bill 165 - Juvenile Court — Jurisdiction
Judicial Proceedings Committee
January 27, 2022
SUPPORT

Background: Senate Bill 165 (SB165), if enacted, would stop the automatic
charging of youth in adult court. Currently in Maryland, children as young 14 can
be automatically charged as adults for certain criminal charges. Maryland sends
more youth to adult court than any other state besides Alabama. This bill does not
preclude children to be tried as adults, it only precludes them from automatically
beginning their legal process in adult court for certain criminal charges.

Written Comments: Last year Maryland sent more children to adult court than
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, and Arizona combined. However, less than 13% of
children charged as adults end up with a conviction. Starting these cases in
juvenile court not only saves the state money and time, but it also creates better
outcomes for these children. Children who start in the adult system are more
likely to recidivate and engage in more violent crimes. Further, automatic
charging shows large racial disparities, where over 80% of children charged as
adults are Black and those children are much more likely to receive longer
sentences in adult prison then White children.

The Baltimore Jewish Council believes that children are society’s most vital
futures resources, yet one of its most vulnerable classes. When they are charged
with crimes, great care should be taken to ensure that the justice system provides
them with fair opportunities for growth and that the mandatory charges of
children as adults should be avoided.

For these reasons, the Baltimore Jewish Council urges a favorable report on
SB165.

The Baltimore Jewish Council, a coalition of central Maryland Jewish organizations and
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community.
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