
Dear Chairman Smith and Honorable Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Anti-Recidivism Coalition, I respectfully submit this
testimony for the official record to express our support for SB 53. We are
grateful to Delegate Bartlett for her leadership in introducing this bill and
appreciate the Maryland Legislature’s willingness to address the
important issue of protecting children’s Constitutional.

ARC is a support network for, and comprised of, formerly incarcerated
individuals devoted to changing their lives by becoming leaders in their
communities. ARC accomplishes its goals by providing job training,
supportive housing, comprehensive case management, and connecting
its members to employment and educational opportunities in order to
help them acquire the social capital and skills necessary to support
themselves and their families.

In 2020, California passed a law requiring youth under 18 to consult with
an attorney before waiving their rights. The legislation was passed with
bipartisan support while recognizing that these protections make our
communities safer. The California legislature took into consideration
testimony (Appendix A) from San Francisco District Attorney Chesa
Boudin stating that "as already fully implemented in San Francisco, I
know that these protections make our community safer and have not
diminished my office’s ability to prosecute serious and violent crimes". 

By allowing youth to understand their rights, we can ensure the outcome
of interrogations are just and lawful, creating greater trust,
accountability, and due process for all. 
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January 25, 2022

Re: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 53 BEFORE THE MARYLAND
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

The Honorable Chairman William C. Smith
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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Our very own Board Member Jerome Dixon spent over two decades in
adult prisons after falsely confessing to a crime he did not commit  at
17 years of age during a 20 hour interrogation when he was just 17 
 years of age and then tried as an adult. He  maintained his innocence
before the Board of Parole Hearing who recognized his innocence on
record prior to his release. This isn't about guilt or innocence but
making sure we protect children. 

By allowing youth to understand their rights, we can ensure the
outcome of interrogations are just and lawful, creating greater trust,
accountability, and due process for all. For these reasons, we support
SB 53 and respectfully requests that you vote yes on this important bill.

Sincerely,

Michael Mendoza 
Director of National Advocacy
Anti-Recidivism Coalition
m﻿mendoza@antirecidivism.org
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APPENDIX A
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